
by Tara Wendell

“Bay Village is steady 
and stable,” 
Mayor Debbie 

Sutherland told the Observer 
following her May 8 State of 
the City presentation to the 
West Shore Chamber of Com-
merce at LaCentre in West-
lake. In a struggling economy, 
where cities across the coun-
try – including Bay – are faced 
with shrinking budgets and 
difficult decisions, “steady 
and stable” can be viewed as 
optimism.

While the focus of the 
mayor’s twelfth annual 
address – a record number, as 
Sutherland is Bay’s longest-
serving mayor – was on the 
city’s accomplishments in the 
past year, she acknowledged 
that times are tough. As the nation 
slowly climbs out of recession, 
she noted that municipalities 
often lag behind other sectors in 
recovery, and Bay Village expects 
some level of financial hardship 
to continue into the coming years.

“It was a tough year, we 
anticipate that we’re still prob-
ably going to be experiencing 
a little of that going forward for 
the next couple of years, but we 
will get through it and we will be 
lean, mean and very efficient by 
the time we come through this,” 
Sutherland vowed.

The biggest hit to the city’s 
budget came from a cut in state 

funding, and the city is preparing 
for the loss of estate tax revenues 
next year. The administration 
continues to look for ways reduce 
expenses by streamlining opera-
tions and trimming city services. 
The workforce was reduced by 11 
employees in the past year – a deci-
sion Sutherland said was not easy.

“There is nothing more dif-
ficult than taking one of your 
employees by the hand, looking 
that person in the eye, and telling 
them that their job is going to be 
eliminated,” she said.

On a more positive note, 
Sutherland said she was pleas-
antly surprised at the high level 

of private construction activity 
last year, with over 4,800 building 
permits issued. Six new homes 
were built and nearly 600 residen-
tial and commercial alterations 
were performed, valued at over 
$8.3 million in total. Several new 
businesses opened in the city, and 
others are eyeing expansion in the 
coming year.

“It’s not just about recruit-
ing new businesses into town,” 
Sutherland told the group of 
chamber members, “it’s also 
being able to create an environ-
ment where existing businesses 
can grow and expand.”
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Mayor Debbie Sutherland discussed Bay's recent accomplishments 
and efforts to manage the city's economic struggles in her annual 
address to the West Shore Chamber of Commerce on May 8.

Lithograph banner 
honoring military 
families to be carried 
in Westlake parade
by Marge Widmar

The Westlake-
Westshore Arts 
Council will 

participate in the 
Westlake Memo-
rial Day Parade 
with a 4-by-8-foot vinyl 
banner of a Phyllis 
Fannin lithograph, “Last 
Moment in My Arms.” 
The litho is from a series 
of artwork entitled “So 
Far Away Suite” about 
military families – their 
emotional good-byes; 
their welcome-home 
moments filled with 
abounding re l ief ; 
their anxiety as they 
wait silently for the 
safe return of their 
loved ones; and fight-
ing their own battles in 
canyons of separation. 

Phyllis has person-
ally experienced these 
feelings. Her two sons, 
Matthew and Mark, 
have been deployed to 
the Middle East, at loca-
tions in Afghanistan and the 
Persian Gulf. They are cur-
rently in the U.S., with Mark 
preparing for his second 
deployment to Afghanistan in 
July. They are graduates of the 
United States Naval Academy.

Phyllis’ prints honor the 
anxiety and emptiness that 
military families feel when 
their loved ones are away, 
serving their country in dan-
gerous locations.

The original lithograph 
print was in the Boston Print-
maker’s National Juried Art 
Exhibition in 2011. The juror 
for that exhibit was Jim Dine, 
a native Ohio artist of inter-
national renown. The print, 
which captures Phyllis giving 
her son Mark a hug that 
had to last more than eight 
months until his return, was 
also accepted in the Chau-
tauqua National Exhibition 
which was juried by NYC gal-
lery owner, Jim Kempner.

The banner is being lent 
to the W-WAC by Nature’s Bin 
and Pat O’Brien Chevrolet is 
providing a vehicle for the 
parade.

We hope to see you along 
the parade route. 

Mayor: Bay Village stable, 
ready to face the future

Phyllis Fannin’s “Last Moment 
in My Arms” captures the 
emotional goodbye with 
her son, Mark, before he left 
for his first tour of duty in 
Afghanistan in July 2010. A 
lithograph of the image will 
be carried by W-WAC in the 
Memorial Day parade.

Bay and Westlake 
high schools 
were among 

the U.S. News and 
World Report maga-
zine’s 2012 Best 
High Schools. Bay 
High was 20th in 
the state of Ohio, West-
lake High was 26th in 
the state in the annual ranking of U.S. public 
high schools. Congratulations to our two fine 
school systems! 

Bay and Westlake high 
schools rank among 
nation’s  best

The Bay Village Board of Education’s 
Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) 
has, for more than two decades, 

served in an advisory capacity to the Bay 
Village Board of Education. Applications 
are now open for three-year terms begin-
ning in the fall of 2012.

Members complete research and 
make recommendations about a wide 
range of educational and administrative 
issues, such as transportation, student 
fees, safety, benchmarking in assessing our 
educational program and many others.

Diversity of opinion, expertise, 

gender, age and geographic representa-
tion are considered in developing a com-
mittee that is representative of the Bay 
Village community. (Members may not be 
employees of the Bay Village City School 
District.)

Applications, which are due no 
later than Friday, June 1, can be found 
at  www.bayvi l lag-
eschools.com/CAC or 
at the Bay Village Board 
of Education office, 377 
Dover Center Rd. in 
Bay Village. 

Bay Village Schools Citizens Advisory 
Committee looking for members
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COMMUNITY EVENTS View more events and post your own on the Observer website at wbvobserver.com

See complete event listings inside this issue for Westlake Porter Public Library, Bay Village Branch Library and West Shore Chamber of Commerce.

May 15, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Cleveland Sight Center’s Traveling EYE-dea 
Store
The EYE-dea store offers helpful, adaptive items 
for people who are elderly, blind or have low-
vision. items include: Large print calendars & date 
books, BiG button phones, talking clocks, mag-
nification products, self-threading needles, OTT 
lamps, large universal TV remote controls, mens & 
ladies watches, check writing guides, and locator 
dots (to identify buttons on today’s “smooth but-
ton” appliances).
The Lutheran Home at Concord Reserve, 2116 Dover 
Center Rd., Westlake

May 16, 6:30-8 p.m.
Free Compost Seminar
composting is an easy way to turn waste from 
your yard and kitchen into valuable soil amend-
ment. Kathleen rocco from the cuyahoga county 
Solid Waste district will explain how to start a 
compost pile or use a compost bin in your own 
backyard. The seminar is free, and you will have 
the option to purchase outdoor compost bins 
at the discounted price of $50 and/or a compost 
kitchen pail for $5. To register, call Warren Remein 
at 440-724-1578 or email wlremein@yahoo.com.
Bay Community House, 303 Cahoon Rd.

May 16, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
Cuyahoga West Chapter, Ohio Genealogical 
Society Meeting
“Show and Tell.” Bring a family heirloom or photo 
to show, and briefly tell us the story behind it. 
Or, listen to others tell their stories. Always a fun 
meeting for members and guests! The meeting is 
open to the public. refreshments and social time 
will be from 6:30-7:00 p.m.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

May 18, 10 a.m.
Book Discussion Group
We will discuss “The Paris Wife” by Paula McLain. 
contact Barbara isaacs at Bay Library with ques-
tions, 440-871-6392.
Dwyer Senior Center, 300 Bryson Lane, Bay Village

May 18, 1:30 p.m.
Art Appreciation Class
Bill Mannion’s art appreciation presentation in 
february was so popular, he will be expand-
ing his lectures to a six-session format covering 
important art over the centuries with themes by 
artists that focus on art in love, war, the human 
condition and more. Large screen slide presenta-
tion will allow clear visual details of the art in the 
comfort of the Dwyer Center on May 4, 18, 25, 
June 1, 15, and 22. Cost: $22 residents, $24 non-
residents. Call registration line, 440-835-6565.
Dwyer Senior Center, 300 Bryson Lane, Bay Village

May 18, 7:30 p.m.
Dwyer Center’s “Senior High” Dance
Bay high’s SAdd (Students Against drunk driv-
ers) is providing a dance for Bay senior citizens. 
Desserts, punch, tea/coffee and the best dance 
music from the 1940s and 50s. Ballroom Dance 
class students may also be attending. Seating is 
limited. RSVP, 440-899-3442.
Dwyer Senior Center, 300 Bryson Lane, Bay Village

May 19, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. and May 20, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Plant and Garden Sale
The fairview Park Garden club fundraiser will 

feature close to 1,000 plants, including ornamen-
tal grasses, ground covers, native plants, shrubs, 
hostas, tomatoes, peppers and herb plants, as 
well as gardening accessories, bird houses and 
more. Members will be on hand to answer gar-
dening questions.
Fairview Park City Hall, 20777 Lorain Rd. 

May 19, 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Bay Village Walk
Join the Valley Vagabonds Walking Club for a 5K 
or 10K walk through beautiful Bay Village. The 
walks take you by Lake Erie, BAYarts, huntington 
Playhouse, Lake Erie nature and Science center, 
Rose hill Museum, City hall, huntington Beach, 
several century homes, Lakeside cemetery and 
the former Lake Shore Electric railway. Visit www.
valleyvagabonds.org for more information.
Meet at Bay Village Branch Library, 502 Cahoon Rd.

May 19, 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Bake Sale and Silent Auction
fashion forward Project, a new program partner-
ing with Bay Village community Services to 
provide new, quality clothing to people in need, 
will hold a bake sale and silent auction fundraiser. 
Attendees also will be able to “adopt an outfit” by 
making a donation toward a clothing item. for 
more info, call Laura Ploenzke at 440-617-9477.  
Sears Outlet, 26660 Brookpark Rd. Ext., North Olmsted

May 19, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Bay Village Waterways Clean Up
All are invited to help Bay high School’s Project 
Earth club clean up local waterways. A free lunch 
will be provided by the Village foundation and 
gloves and bags provided by the city of Bay 
Village. contact Eryn Sutterlin at eryn.sutterlin@
bayschoolsohio.org for more information.
Bay Middle School cafeteria, 27725 Wolf Rd.

May 19, noon
Ready, Set, Wear It
Bring your lifejacket and help set a world record 
for the number of people wearing their lifejacket!
Bay Boat Club, 27400 Lake Rd.

May 19, 1 p.m.
Homework Hassles: Helping Your Child with 
Attention Issues
Joyce Kubik, Adhd coach, will be the featured 
speaker during our parent discussion group. 
during the presentation, there will be a facilitated 
playgroup for the kids. To reserve a spot for your 
child, visit www.connectingforkids.org or email 
sarahrintamaki@connectingforkids.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

May 20, 3 p.m.
Village bicyCLE Casual Bike Ride
See the story on page 14 of this issue.
Cahoon Park Gazebo, Bay Village

May 20, 6 p.m.
Families Anonymous
This free 12-step program meets every Sunday 
and is designed for family members of those who 
have drug, alcohol or behavioral problems. What 
you hear, who you see and what you say stays 
at the meeting. You will discover serenity and 
a better way to live, in spite of your loved one’s 
problems. help and hope is a meeting away!
CrossPointe Community Church, 1800 Columbia Rd., 
Westlake 

May 21, 11:30 a.m.
Japanese Maples: Grace in Your Garden
Japanese maples can be small and delicate or tall 
and majestic. rosie daniels and Laura noble, mas-
ter gardeners, will discuss which type of maple is 
right for your yard. Lunch will be served at 11:30, 
$5.00 fee for guests.
Bay Community House, 303 Cahoon Rd.

May 23, 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Free Community Meal
Every community needs a time and place to 
come together and this is especially true during 
challenging days. What better way to do this 
than with warm food around tables in friendship, 
laughter and connectedness. Please join us for a 
free, hot meal. Doors open at 5:15 p.m. and dinner 
is served continuously from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Come 
for live music, great food and good company.  
Westlake United Methodist Church, 27650 Center 
Ridge Rd.

May 23, 7 p.m.
Can Therapy Help My Child?
have you ever wondered whether your child’s 
behavior is just a stage or something that 
demands more attention? does your child hit, 
struggle to make friends or have problems with 
grammar? have you wanted to ask a professional 
whether your child’s issue is a problem but wasn’t 
sure who to ask? come to this event and ask your 
questions! This drop in program will have booths 
staffed by experts on these topics. Stop by and 
learn how they could help your child.
Fairview Park Branch Library, 21255 Lorain Rd.

May 24, 6:30 p.m.
The 7 Steps to Powerful LifeMaking
Joelle Prochera, a professional and certified life 
& business coach, will provide individuals with 
the techniques to reduce stress, recognize true 
happiness in their lives, and renew their spirits! 
All are welcome to this free program! registra-
tion & refreshments begin at 6:30 p.m. with the 
guest speaker at 7 p.m. Please call or email your 
RSVP to reserve your spot today, 440-808-0074 or 
westlake.cra@sunriseseniorliving.com.
Brighton Gardens of Westlake, 27819 Center Ridge Rd.

May 25, 11:30 a.m.
Children’s Diet Challenges
Marge Robison, pediatric dietitian, will be the 
speaker during our parent discussion group. 
This event is for parents concerned about proper 
nutrition of their children due to medication is-
sues or extreme aversion to taste, texture or new 
foods. during the presentation, there will be a fa-
cilitated playgroup for the kids. To reserve a spot 
for your child, visit www.connectingforkids.org or 
email sarahrintamaki@connectingforkids.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

May 25, 2:30 p.m.
Dementia/Alzheimer's Caregivers Support 
Group
This group is for people who are caring for indi-
viduals with dementia, Alzheimer’s and all forms 
of memory loss. They usually meet at 2:30 p.m. 
at the dwyer center on the fourth friday of each 
month. Kathy collins from West Bay care & rehab 
center is the group’s facilitator and welcomes 
newcomers. They discuss caregivers challenges 
and offer support and suggestions.
Dwyer Senior Center, 300 Bryson Lane

May 25, 6:30-8 p.m.
Group for Older Adults Touched by Cancer
Join us for this drop-in support group for older 
adults coping with a cancer diagnosis. individuals 
come together for mutual support and an oppor-
tunity to discuss issues important to older adults.
The Gathering Place West, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake

May 26, 9 a.m.
May in Bay 5K Run/Walk
See the story on page 18 of this issue.
Bay High School, 29230 Wolf Rd.

May 26, 5 p.m.
3rd Annual Bay Skate & Bike Park Rib Rockin’ 
Burn-Off
Come join the party at the 3rd Annual Bay Skate 
& Bike Park Rib Burn-Off! Tickets are $25 each and 
benefit the new Bay Skate & Bike Park foundation 
(BSBP) Student Scholarship and park upkeep. 
Attendees will enjoy the opportunity to taste 
ribs from over 10 different local teams, as well 
as drinks, side dishes, local raffle items and live 
music from hypnotic dog. for more information 
and/or to purchase tickets email info@bsbp.org. 
Bay Lodge, 492 Bradley Rd.

May 26, 5-6:30 p.m.
Free Community Meal
Everyone is welcome, no carry-outs. The church 
is accessible to the physically challenged. Please 
join everyone for fellowship and socialization. 
Sponsored by churches in north Olmsted.
Clague Road UCC, 3650 Clague Rd., North Olmsted

May 27, 2 p.m.
Folks and Spokes Bike Ride
See the story on page 14 of this issue.
Village bicyCLE, 380 Dover Center Rd., Bay Village

May 28, 8:45 a.m.
Bay Village Memorial Day Parade
The parade departs from huntington Park at 8:45 
a.m. and marches to Lakeside cemetery for a 
brief ceremony, then continues to cahoon Park, 
where there will be a ceremony and speakers. The 
parade is organized by the American Legion Post 
385 with assistance from VVA Chapter 249 and 
VFW Post 9693. Contact John Solomon at 440-
725-7211 with questions.
Lake Road, Huntington Beach to Cahoon Park

May 28, 10 a.m.
Westlake Memorial Day Parade
The parade will kick off at Westlake christian 
Church, 25800 hilliard Blvd., and proceed east to 
clague Park for a dedication ceremony. The pa-
rade is sponsored by Westlake Kiwanis. call russ 
Milan, 440-777-2720, or Rick Grane, 440-829-0974, 
for more information.
Hilliard Blvd., Westlake Christian Church to Clague Park

May 28, 10:30 a.m.
Village Foundation Bronze Plaque Program
See the story on page 9 of this issue.
Cahoon Park, north of Lake Road

May 29, 7-8:30 p.m.
Meditation Made Easy
See the story on page 17 of this issue.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake
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Attend our information session to learn more:

The University of Akron Lakewood
Thursday, May 24, 6-7:30 p.m.
216-221-1141 
lakewood.uakron.edu

Now, working professionals can earn an MBA in just two years. Classes meet every other Saturday using a hybrid 
in-class and distance-learning format. 

The University of Akron 
MBA Program Ranked #1 
in NE Ohio.*

*The 2012 Bloomberg BusinessWeek rankings of part-time MBA programs.

Get ahead with a Saturday MBA.

Visit mba.uakron.edu to learn more about the Saturday MBA program.

We’re located in the historic Bailey Bldg. at 
Detroit and Warren roads in Lakewood, Ohio. 
Our main entrance is to the south of the 
building just off of the parking lot.

FREE NO OBLIGATION CONSULTATION OR QUOTE CALL:

Kathleen Hughes - 216-503-4215
Authorized Agent

Kathleen.Hughes@anthem.com • www.HealthCoverageOhio.com

Individual Coverage is ideal for:
• Self-Employed and Independent Contractors

• Individuals without Group Coverage

• Students and Dependents

• Cobra Alternative

• Early Retirees

• Small Business

Health Coverage Made Easy

Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Community Insurance 
Company. Independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. 
®ANTHEM is a registered trademark of Anthem Insurance Companies, Inc. The 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield names and symbols are registered marks of the 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

by Dave Tadych

Last month, during her state of the 
city address at a meeting of Rocky 
River’s Chamber of Commerce, 

Mayor Pam Bobst gave special thanks 
to the many community organizations 
in Rocky River for their ability to provide 
valuable, and often free, resources and 
services to residents. I take a big interest 
in her special “thank you” to the AARP-
sponsored Tax-Aide program in Rocky 
River. I have been part of that volunteer 
program since 1994.

The free AARP-sponsored federal 
and state tax preparation program exists 
in many Westshore cities: Bay Village, 
Westlake, North Olmsted, Olmsted Falls, 
Lakewood, Rocky River and others. In 
the Westshore communities alone, we 
helped well over 5,000 residents with 
their 2011 federal and state tax prepara-
tion in just 77 short days! And, we even 
file your returns electronically for faster 
refunds.

This annual IRS-supported program 
runs from February through the final tax 
day in April, usually the 15th. Each year, 
volunteer tax counselors (72 of them) 
attend IRS-sponsored training classes for 
two weeks in January and must pass an 
IRS-approved examination before being 
allowed to work at the various tax sites 
throughout the Westshore area. 

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough is an 
important supporter of the program and 
its workings. Some volunteers have been 

serving for more than 20 years.
Although many think the free tax 

preparation service is only for seniors 
or AARP members, it is offered to people 
of all ages. We’ve done taxes for 16-year-
olds to 100-year-olds. The free volunteer 
service is open to all for tax prepara-
tion. It’s a great way for people to mix 
and mingle and be part of an important 
service for their communities and for 
residents who would have to pay up to 
several hundred dollars to a paid tax pre-
parer for the same service.

Mayor Bobst of Rocky River knows 
a free asset when she sees it!

Well, the reason for this article is to 
look for the next generation of volunteers 
who would like to become an important 
part of this free tax effort and help others. 
We’ll train and work with you, build your 
confidence to do a great job, and ensure 
that you will be the best that you can be! 
You can be any age to volunteer, 21 to 80!

Call now to volunteer for the next tax 
season in January 2013. We’ll take your 
name, explain and answer your ques-
tions, and ensure that you will receive 
the proper training when tax time, in 
2013, comes around.

Call me at 440-835-1815 or Dan 
Palmer at 440-777-7761 or John Basalla 
at 440-734-3979 or Marion Gedney at 
440-937-0242.

It’s a great way to stay busy, help 
others, and be an asset to our Westshore 
communities. Mayor Bobst and Mayor 
Clough both must believe so! 

Tax-time volunteers sought 
now for next yearby Amy Brediger

We are getting closer to the 
relay and time is going by 
fast. We are proud to invite 

cancer survivors to our annual Sur-
vivor Dinner. This year we are going 
with a fun theme of Pasta Night. Sev-
eral local establishments are joining 
forces to create a fun meal of differ-
ent types of pasta, salad, rolls, and of 
course, dessert. Joining in the fun will 
be Lehman’s Deli, Mitchell’s Tavern, 
SB81, Rusty Barrel, Stonehouse Grill, 
along with other amazing LOCAL res-
taurants. Please log onto www.relay-
forlife.org/westlake to sign up for this 
free dinner or contact Suzi Piskur at 
888-227-6446, ext. 1212.

The relay is pleased to announce 
our speaker for this year’s relay: local 
entrepreneur, trainer and award-
winning author, Liz Adamson. When 
cancer arrived in her life she knew 
she needed to share the lessons she 
learned. Liz has a YouTube series, 

“Journey,” which has already been 
viewed by hundreds and is being uti-
lized by health professionals across 
the country. She also has a blog, 
featured on her website, lizadamso-
nencore.com. Please come out and 
hear what this amazing woman has 
to share. 

Other big news is the fact that we 
are turning the Recreation Center into 
the theme “Camp Out.” We are set-
ting the course and getting ready for 
walkers to take their turns pounding 
the pavement for an amazing cause. 
We will have plenty of fun for the kids 
and lots of socializing for the adults. 

A schedule of events is coming 
soon to the Observer so be sure to pick 
up a copy and come on July 13 to the 
Westlake Rec Center to support all 
people touched by cancer. 

And as always, start a team, join a 
team, volunteer, donate or just come 
on out and support us. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact 
me at 440-666-0662. 

Westlake Relay for Life updates
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Daniel Dobish’s drawing took first 
place in the 10th Congressional 
District Art Contest.

WESTLAKE CITY SChOOLS

by Kim Bonvissuto

Six Westlake High School art stu-
dents earned awards in the 2012 
10th Congressional District Art 

Contest.
 Daniel Dobish won first place in 

Drawing. Wan Kwok earned a second 
place in Drawing, Abby Salem a second 

place in Photography, Alexandra Melen-
dez a third place in Photo Illustration, 
and Grace Galvin and Stephanie Maciag 
both won Honorable Mentions in Photo 
Illustration. The competition, “An Artistic 
Discovery,” aims to showcase the artistic 
talents of high school students. Grand 
prize winners have their artwork hung 
in the U.S. Capitol, along with pieces 

from students around the country, for 
one year.

 Daniel’s first-place piece will hang 
in the Office of the Speaker of the House 
for one year.

Rachel Vick of Bay High School 
was the grand prize winner. Read 
Karen Derby’s article about Rachel on 
page 6. 

Six WHS art students win awards in 
Congressional contest

Wan Kwok earned second place in  
the drawing category.

Alexandra Melendez won 
third place with her photo 
illustration.

by Kim Bonvissuto

Two Westlake Schools’ staff members 
were honored by their peers with staff 
excellence awards. The Excellence 

in Teaching award went to Jane Zellers, a 
second-grade teacher at Hilliard Elementary 
School. The Excellence in Classified Service 
award went to Debbie Lukas, an assistant 
custodian at Dover Elementary School.

Zellers is described by peers as an 
excellent problem solver who is genuine, 
honest and trustworthy, and who possesses 
a high level of productive energy.

“Her respect for every student’s talents 
and strengths is reflected in her students’ 
high academic achievement and social per-
formance,” a co-worker wrote in a nomina-
tion letter. “Students work hard and thrive 
each year because she consistently creates 
a safe, comfortable classroom, where each 
student’s efforts are validated.”

Zellers, who has been with the dis-
trict since 1997, participates in a variety of 
building committees and programs, includ-
ing math and literacy nights. She also is an 
active participate in the school’s PTA.

Lukas, who has been with the district 
since 2003, is described as a dependable 
and conscientious hard worker.

“Her work ethic is excellent and she is 
always willing to help any way she can,” a 
colleague wrote. “Mrs. Lucas consistently 
demonstrates pride in her work and is 
always seeking new ways to improve the 
process.”

Award winners will have their names 
inscribed on a plaque to be permanently 
displayed at the Administration Building. 

Two honored with 
staff excellence 
awards

Jane Zellers, left, and Debbie Lukas 
display their awards for excellence.

Ad artwork ©2011 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

BAY VILLAGE FAMILY DREAM HOUSE 
FOR SALE

5 bedrooms – 2600 sq. ft. •	
plus finished basement
2 ½ newly remodeled •	
bathrooms
Double pane windows•	
Newer furnace & AC•	
Leaf guard gutters•	
Large lot with trees•	
Professional landscape & •	
sprinklers
12’ x 20’ Screened porch•	
New Roof & New Siding•	
Hardwood Floors in         •	
Bedrooms

28602 Knickerbocker Road • $295,000
For more info call: 440-899-9343

Westlake High 
School sopho-
mores Hannah 

Yusoff and Hon Kwok, 
known as Team KWOFF, 
won second place in Time 
Warner Cable’s nationwide 
“Wouldn’t It Be Cool If” 
contest.

“Wouldn’t It Be Cool If” 
is a contest presented joint-
ly by Tim Warner Cable’s 
Connect a Million Minds 
– a five-year, $100 million 
project to inspire the next 
generation of problem 
solvers – and i.am FIRST, 
musical artist will.i.am’s 
initiative to support young 
people in STEM educa-
tion in collaboration with 
FIRST (For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science and 
Technology). Hannah and 
Hon won a spot as finalists 
by racking up among the 
highest number of votes on 
the contest website.

The contest challenged 
students in two age cat-
egories, 10-12 and 13-15, to 
dream up the collect inven-
tion idea to make their lives, 
communities and even the 
world more awesome.

Westlake’s Team KWOFF 
created a bone analyzer kit 
that would analyze blood of 
people who break or facture 
a bone to check for certain 
chemicals released 
into the blood-
stream when a bone 
is broken. The pro-
cess would show the 
severity of the injury 
without exposing 
someone to radia-
tion from an X-ray.

Hannah said 
she came up with 
the idea after hurt-
ing her ankle at 
track practice. Her 
parents were con-
cerned about expos-
ing her to unneces-
sary radiation and 
decided against an 
X-ray. Hannah and 
Hon teamed up to 
enter the contest 
as an extra credit 
project in technol-
ogy teacher Scott 
Kutz’s class.

As finalists, 
Hannah and Hon 
were flown to St. 
Louis on April 
24 as part of the 
FIRST Robotics 
Championships. 
They had five min-
utes to pitch their 
idea to will.i.am 
of the Black Eyed 
Peas, inventor 
Dean Kamen, 
Mark Payne of 
the innovation 

firm Fahrenheit 212 and 
guest judges to determine 
a national winner.

 Judges evaluated ideas 
on three areas – creativity, 

feasibility and usefulness. 
The grand prize winner, 
Greyson M. from North Caro-
lina, will have his idea devel-
oped by Fahrenheit 212. 

WHS team 
takes second 
in national 
invention 
contest

WHS invention team Hannah Yusoff and Hon Kwok pose with 
will.i.am of the Black Eyed Peas after winning second place in 
a national competition.

POETRY

Missing You
Dianne Borowski, 
Bay Village

Losses.
friends vanish
Taken away on the
Wings of Angels.
how i miss you.
caring heart,
Encouraging words,
Always.
Please know that
You will forever
have a place
in my heart.
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Using her scrapbooking skills, Denise Rosenbaum, Westlake's clerk of council, 
has created a memory book recording the steps leading up to the construc-
tion of the government officials plaque that was built and installed in City 

Hall during the city’s 
bicentennial last year. 
The book chronicles the 
fabrication process and 
the research through 
county-wide records 
to verify the names of 
the city’s officials from 
1811 through 2011.  The 
complete full-color book 
was recently presented 
to city leaders as a lasting 
tribute to its past. 
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Save the date.  
Health Talk on senior driver safety.

Patrick Baker, OTR/L, and Christine Nelson, APRN, experts on aging,  
will conduct a free SeniorCare Driving Assessment Health Talk discussing  
how age may impact a person’s driving ability and how you can recognize  

signs your elderly loved one is no longer safe behind the wheel.

Saturday, May 19, 2012
10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 
 
Lakewood Hospital 
Wasmer Auditorium 
14519 Detroit Avenue 
Lakewood

To register, please call 1.877.234.3488. 
Free admission.

Free parking in Lakewood Hospital garage.  
Bring ticket to event for validation.

To make an appointment  
for a driving assessment, call  
Lakewood Hospital at 216.521.4200. 
lakewoodhospital.org

12811-03-LAKE-SeniorCareEvent_99.indd   1 5/11/12   1:58 PM

Council clerk chronicles steps in 
Westlake officials plaque creation

by Kathy Woolner

The Cleveland Alumnae Pan-
hellenic Association is hold-
ing their annual Scholarship 

Luncheon on Saturday, May 19, at 
Westwood Country Club in Rocky 
River. Among the college women 
receiving a $2,000 scholarship is 
Rachel L. Piskos, member of Delta 
Delta Delta at Ohio Wesleyan Uni-
versity and Westlake High School 
graduate. Seven other women also 
from the Greater Cleveland area 
were also selected to receive schol-
arships. 

CAPA, chartered in 1914, has 
been promoting “Greek Life” in 
northeastern Ohio area for almost 
one hundred years. The group is 
focused on raising money to fund 
scholarships and grants. Over 
$472,000 has been awarded since 
1915.

The May 19 event's theme is 
“Timeless Sisterhood” and features 
guest speaker, Eve Woods Riley, 
immediate past chairman of Nation-
al Panhellenic Conference and past 
president of Delta Delta Delta Fra-
ternity. For more information, visit 
www.clevelandpanhellenic.org. 

Ohio Wesleyan 
student from 
Westlake wins 
scholarship

by Kim Bonvissuto

Spanish language students at West-
lake High School and Lee Burneson 
Middle School cleaned up at the 

2012 National Spanish Examinations.
Westlake High students walked 

away with 125 awards, earning a total of 
10 gold, 33 silver and 25 bronze medals, 
along with 57 honorable mentions, in 
Levels 1-5.

Gold-medal winners were: (Level 
2) Caroline Hazapis, Annie Hoelscher, 
Melissa Karpuszka, Madeline Lee, Kartik 
Sastry, Vishal Shah; (Level 3) Michelle 

Adamczyk, Elizabeth Raiff, Paavani 
Reddy; and Level 5 winner Tom Carrol. 
WHS Spanish teachers are Florica 
Podway, Anne-Frances Zaborniak, Cheryl 
Bendik and Eneida Ruiz.

Forty-one LBMS world language stu-
dents were also recognized for excellent 
performance on the examinations.

Claudia Vakos’ Level 1 Spanish stu-
dents are eighth-graders taking the high 
school Level 1 course. Of her 47 students 
who participated in the exams, 41 earned 
medals, including seven Gold Medals, 16 
Silver Medals, four Bronze Medals and 14 
Honorable Mentions.

Top finalists from LBMS landing in 
the top 1 percent of the 33,759 students 
who took the Level 1 exam were Elise 
Kennedy and Rachel Stanco. Simram 
Khosla’s score landed her in the top 2 
percent in the nation, while Samantha 
Horwitz, David Abbuhl, Farrah Kharche 
and Emma Steinman scored in the top 4 
percent or 5 percent. These students all 
earned Gold Medals.

The National Spanish Examinations 
are administered each year in grades 6 
through 12 and are sponsored by the 
American Association of Teachers of 
Spanish and Portuguese. 

Westlake students earn medals on national Spanish exams

Inside pages of "The Making of a Tribute to the Government 
Officials of Dover-Westlake, Ohio 1811-2011."

Denise Rosenbaum hold her memory 
book in front of the city hall plaque.
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Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

Quality Painting. That’s All We Do!

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

The westside’s housepainter 
for over 35 years!

Interior • Exterior

PLEASE PROOFREAD Ad artwork ©2012 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

Natural Stone & Pavers 
Ponds & Waterfalls

Walls - Patios - Walks
(Installed/Renovated)

Complete Landscape 
Services

Female Planting Crew
Specializing in Perennial 

Gardens
28 Years of Exceptional Service
Call today for a FREE estimate

IVY LEAGUE PLANTSCAPING
440.843.1530

www.ivyleagueplantscaping.com

PLEASE PROOFREAD THIS AD FOR FOR ACCURACY.    WBVO_4.2_1/8
Ad artwork ©2012 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved.   Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

BreitenBach 
Remodeling

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
doing business since 1978

Professional design and installlation
Customer Countertops - granite, Formica & Solid Surface

Dealer for 4B WOOD 
Custom Cabinets

Bertch Cabinet Mfg - 
Legacy & Marketplace

 Visit us at our showroom:
795 Sharon Drive, 

Suite 102, Westlake

440-835-3660
Open daily 9-5; Sat. 9-12 

or by appointment.

by Karen Derby

Bay High School has 
been ranked in U.S. 
News and World 

Report magazine’s Best 
High Schools list, earning a 
Silver Medal ranking.

Bay High was ranked 
20th in Ohio and 512th in 
the nation. U.S. News and 
World Report reviewed 
21,776 U.S. high schools, 

and only 242 Ohio schools 
were ranked with a gold, 
silver or bronze medal.

Ranked schools were 
first determined to have 
their students performing 
better than statistically 
expected for the average 
in their state on the state 
proficiency tests. Then, 
test results for those sub-
populations of students 
considered disadvantaged 

were compared with state 
averages. Finally, a col-
lege-readiness index was 
applied which considered 
level of participation in 
Advanced Placement (AP) 
tests (or International Bac-
calaureate tests, where 
offered) and the level of 
passing scores on the those 
tests. Bay High offers 16 AP 
courses, and last year 84 
percent of students taking 

the tests passed them at the 
3, 4 or 5 levels, which often 
qualifies for college credit.

More information 
can be found on student 
achievement in the Bay 
Village Schools at www.
bayvillageschools.com/
achievement. 

BAY VILLAGE CITY SChOOLS

Bay High ranked among best 
high schools in national list

Rachel Vick, a Bay High senior, earned 
the 2012 10th District Grand Prize in the 
U.S. Congress Artistic Discovery Com-

petition. Rachel’s self-portrait will be framed 
and sent to be displayed in the U.S. Library of 
Congress during the coming year.

Rachel and a parent will be flown to 
Washington, D.C., to participate in an instal-
lation ceremony and reception on Wednes-
day, June 20.

Other Bay High student artists winning 
prizes in the contest were sophomore Eliza-
beth Auckley, who earned a second place prize 
for her painting; sophomore Grace Veres who 
placed third for her painting; junior Alissa 
Kolke who won an honorable mention in 
painting; and senior Jenna Fisler, who placed 
second for her photo illustration. Rachel’s win 
represents a historic final prize for Ohio’s cur-
rent 10th District, as redistricting following the 
2012 election will move the 10th District out of 
the Cleveland area. 

Bay High artist wins 
district grand prize

Bay High senior Rachel Vick’s self portrait 
won the 10th District grand prize.

by Lysa Stanton

The school year 
is winding 
down and this 

photo reminds us all 
of that class photo 
taken when we were 
younger. Taken in 
1913, Miss Fannie 
Gage and her sec-
ond-grade class pose 
in front of the Red 
Brick Schoolhouse 
that was located on 
Dover Center Road.

The Westlake 
Historical Society 
extends our con-
gratulations to the 
Class of 2012 as 
they graduate and 
move on to the next 
wonderful stage of 
their lives. 

Dover’s second-grade class, 1913
WESTLAKE hISTORICAL SOCIETY

Miss Fannie Gage is pictured with her class, top row l-to-r: Edward Malle, Lawrence 
Cline, Helen Wieger, Ethel Smith, Hubert Linden, Richard Trudel, Clarence Malle, 
Donald Milder; bottom row l-to-r: Archer Bailey, Mildred Elliott, Anna Linden, 
Marion Elliott, Ross Campana, Claribel Blanehard, Ralph Neate.
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Looking for quality, affordable dental care?
David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

Free...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate 

to Giant eagle with new patient exam and x-rays
Limit 2 per family

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER 

ONLINE ORDERING 
NOW AVAILABLE!

Receive 10% OFF Online Orders -
Enter Promo Code MAY 

(thru May 31, 2012)
www.thebaydiner.com

Dover Commons Plaza
660 Dover Center Rd.

440-835-9011
M-F 7am-8pm; Sat. 8am-8pm
Breakfast 8am-2pm Sundays

Follow us on

The Con�dent 
Choice For 
In-Home 
Care.

 

 

 

Providing quality, a�ordable, non-medical
in-home care for seniors and other clients  
who need companionship and personal care.

firstlighthomecare.com

28025 Clemens Rd., Suite 4, Westlake
440-250-9733

Four female artists featured 
in BAYarts' Mother’s Day 
Show, May 11-31

Shannon Vance's “In This House”

by Eileen Stockdale

Each year, BAYarts’ advanced pottery students 
conceive, create and curate a show of their 
work inspired by a central theme. In past years, 

the shows were inspired by Tuscany, Asia and Mexico.
This year’s theme is “Sacred Vessels.” Most pieces 

are for sale at affordable prices and help support 
the ceramic studio at BAYarts. Moira Beale, head of 
BAYarts’ Ceramic Department and instructor of the 
advanced students, feels the “soup to nuts” planning 
and executing of the yearly show teaches students 
how a gallery works and how to present their work.

The show is on view in the Sullivan Family Gal-
lery in the Fuller House through May. Hours are 
Monday-Saturday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. or by appointment. 
BAYarts is located at 28795 Lake Rd. in Bay Village. 

BAYarts’ annual 
ceramics show inspired 
by ‘Sacred Vessels’

BAYarts

by Marge Widmar

Interest in former Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright was piqued when I discovered she had writ-
ten “Read My Pins,” a book about her vast collection 

of brooches. Feeling not completely dressed without a 
brooch, my purchasing that book was a must.

“Read My Pins” provided insight to Madeleine 
Albright’s persona. Katie’s Heart Pin, a ceramic heart 
created by her daughter Katie, is one of her most “pre-
cious brooches.” To reflect her mood while meeting with 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat about the need for com-
promise in the Middle East, she wore a bee pin (knowing 
that she was going to “stir up a swarm”). In a meeting 
where there was a need to feel or express hope, she 
would select a sunburst design, made of gilded brass. 

As she realized the communicative effect of wear-
ing brooches, she continued to acquire them, and 
“inducted them into service as diplomatic aides.” She 
states, “The purpose of foreign policy is to persuade 
others to do what we want, or better yet, to want what 
we want.”  A political leader, she continues, has many 
ways to achieve this: “military force…words of reason…
diplomacy, economic sanctions, foreign aid, and trade. 
Compared to these, a brooch may seem trivial, but the 
right symbol at the correct time can add warmth or 
needed edge to a relationship.” She urged her colleagues 
to “read my pins.”

Receiving an email from the Boston, Mass., restau-
rant Upstairs on the Square, “a jewel-box-like supper 

club,” announcing an April 27 Har-
vard Bookstore luncheon discus-
sion by Secretary Albright on her 
new book seemed like a dream 
come true. It still seemed so later, 
especially while standing within 
one foot of Madeleine Albright, 
wearing a brooch of Prague’s skyline 
on her left shoulder, as she signed a 
copy of her book, “A Prague Winter: 
A Personal Story of Remembrance 
and War 1937-1948.”

In a clear, unaffected delivery, 
Madeleine Albright shared that the 
first eleven years of her life were 
filled with change. With her father’s 
assignment at the Czech Embassy, 
the family moved to Belgrade, Yugo-
slavia. Her education began with a 
French tutor and later, to avoid Communist influences, 
she was sent to a French institute on Lake Geneva. She 
learned French, made new friends and her Czech name 
of Madlenka became Madeleine.

Raised as a Catholic, it was not until being vetted 
for Secretary of State that she learned of her Jewish 
heritage and loss of family members in the Holocaust. 
War years were spent in the heart of London and later 
in the outskirts of the city. Her earliest memories are 
of London, the British countryside, of bomb shelters, 
blackout curtains and the sea shore.

Her father, Joseph Korbel, an opponent of Com-
munism, applied for asylum in the U.S. “A set of deeply 
held convictions regarding liberty, individual rights, 
and the rule of law….and a love for two countries” are 
a priceless inheritance from her parents.

Under President Clinton, she served as U.S. Ambas-
sador to the United Nations and as U.S. Secretary of 
State. During these assignments, she strove for a demo-
cratic evolution and an end to genocide in Kosovo.

As the luncheon ended, we learned that there 
is now a generation of little girls in Kosovo named 
Madeleine. 

Meeting Madeleine Albright a memorable experience

Marge Widmar enjoys a conversation with Madeleine Albright 
during a book signing at a Boston restaurant.

Sacred vessel by Sue Kirchgessner
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Birchwood School
World Class Education in Cleveland

Experience, expertise, and a history of results
make the difference in a Birchwood education

For information or to set up an appointment 
call our admissions office at 216-251-2321 

 or vistit our web site www.birchwoodschool.org

Acceleration - in all subjects based upon ability and interest
Advanced Math - extensive problem solving work including training 

and practice for math contests
Junior Great Books Experience - critical and 

interpretive reading in all grades
Historical Research - training in the historical method including 

preparation for National History Day
Creativity Training - instruction and training in the creative problem 

solving process and opportunities to participate in 
Future Problem Solving

Science Research - focus on the scientific method including preparation 
for science fairs and competitions

Writing - extensive, weekly composition work including 
preparation for publication

Foreign Language - Spanish and Latin

“ Birchwood School is truly a 
phenomenal school. From the 
time that we brought our son 
to shadow, to the time that he 
won the state championship 
in MathCounts, Birchwood 

never ceased to surpass our 
expectations. This is where 

the potential of a child is 
cherished and nourished. As 
parents, we owe our child’s 
achievement to the selfless 
dedication of the teachers 

and staff. We know that the 
discipline that he learned from 
Birchwood and the friendships 

that he developed in the 
school will benefit him for the 

rest of his life. When you send 
your child to Birchwood, you 
are giving the most precious 

gift that you can give.”

Westlake Family

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.
Professional Pet Care Services

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other  
   special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com A proud member of the Bay Village community

by Nancy Girardot

Each year John O’Neill, owner of 
Bradley Bay Health Center, awards a 
$500 nursing scholarship to graduat-
ing high school seniors who are purs-
ing a career in nursing. The applicant 
must meet certain requirements 
including a written essay, and teacher 
recommendations.

This year’s recipients are Meghan 
Kevesdy, Bay High School; Kayla 
Smith, Westlake High School; Kelly 
Sfiligoj, Magnificat High School; and 
Casey Wilcox, Avon Lake High School.

 Congratulations to all the recipi-
ents as they pursue their nursing 
careers. 

Scholarship winner Meghan Kevesdy, a senior 
at Bay High School, with Candy Sanson, 
Bradley Bay administrator

Pictured, from left: Casey Wilcox, Avon Lake High School; Amy England, BBHC 
Director of Nursing; Kelly Sfiligoj, Magnificat High School; Nancy Girardot, BBHC 
Director of Marketing; Kayla Smith, Westlake High School.

Bradley Bay Health Center awards 
nursing scholarships

Approved “Yard Waste Only” 
trash can decals are available 
at Bay Village City Hall for $2 
each. The proceeds fund Bay 
Village Green Team projects 
like the Share the Road bicy-
cle signs. Get yours today!

Bay yard 
waste decals 
available

by Tom Meyrose

Huntington Playhouse will 
open their 2012 season with 
a production of “Nunsense.” 

The musical will open on May 17 and 
play through June 3. Performances 
are Friday and Saturday nights at 8:00 
p.m. with one Sunday matinee June 
3. The production is directed by Tom 
Meyrose and features David Coxe as 
the musical director with Josh Landis 
doing the choreography.

Due to an unfortunate accident 
in the kitchen of the Little Sisters of 
Hoboken convent, some 52 nuns 
have gone on to their “reward.” Unfor-

tunately, the nunnery lacks the funds 
to bury them all. With four sisters still 
in cold storage, the Reverend Mother 
decides that she and her remaining 
nuns will put on a talent show, with 
the proceeds going towards the Little 
Sisters’ funeral fund.

The nuns are played by Amy 
Annico, Barb Dragony, Kim Foster, 
Jayne Kacik and June Lang. Reserva-
tions are strongly suggested and may 
be made by calling the box office at 
440-871-8333.

Huntington Playhouse is locat-
ed at 28601 Lake Rd. in Bay Village 
and is an affiliate of the Cleveland 
Metroparks. 

‘Nunsense’ opens Huntington 
Playhouse season

by Pam Kilpatrick

It’s Barn Sale time again at Clague 
Playhouse! We will gladly accept 
your gently used donations of 

household items, outdoor equip-
ment, antiques, collectibles and 
baked goods! PLEASE no children, 
spouses or clothes!

Donations may be dropped off 
at the theater June 6-9, from 1-6 p.m., 

and June 13-15, from 1-8 p.m. The 
date of the sale is Saturday, June 16, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Cash, 
check, MasterCard, Visa and Discov-
er will be accepted. Proceeds will be 
used towards the purchase of a new 
street sign. Questions, contact the 
box office at 440-331-0403.

Clague Playhouse is located at 
1371 Clague Rd. in Westlake, between 
Hilliard Blvd. and Detroit Road. 

Remember Clague Playhouse 
during your spring cleaning

ThEATER

Celebrate summer solstice 
with two spiritual mediums!

Join a live demonstration of 
mediumship and participate 
in a gallery-style Message 

Event on Saturday, June 23, at 
7:00 p.m. at Clague Playhouse!

Your guides, Susan and Mar-
jorie, are multi-faceted, Lilly Dale-
trained professionals. In a group 
setting, many spirits are able to 
“get through”! Although not every-
one receives a personal message, 
you will be taken on a guided 

meditation to help you learn to 
connect with your loved ones in 
spirit!

Reserved seat tickets are 
$20 pre-sale or $25 at the door 
and may be purchased by calling 
the Box Office at 440-331-0403, 
Wednesday-Saturday from 1-6 
p.m. Visit www.clagueplayhouse.
org for more information. Clague 
Playhouse is located at 1371 
Clague Rd. in Westlake. 
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ThEATER

A strong whiff of 'What if...'
by Jeff Bing

Much has been said and written about 
the lack of fan support at Tribe games 
to date. In spite of the fact the Indians 

have been able to replicate their early-season suc-
cess of a year ago and again reside at or near the 
top of their division this year, they are dead last in 
attendance in the major leagues.

“But, how can this be, oh Learned One? How 
is this so?”

Friend, your queries are understandable. After 
all, isn’t this the same organization which set atten-
dance records slightly more than a mere decade 
ago? Well then, Grasshopper, why don’t we take a 
couple of microseconds and examine the issue...

As you may or may not recall, many observers 
attributed the success at the gate which the Indi-
ans enjoyed beginning in the late 90s to a “perfect 
storm”: The result of opening Jacobs Field, the dis-
appearance of the Browns – courtesy of Art Modell 
– and the team becoming a baseball powerhouse, 
all about the same time.

I concur with these observations, and as one 
who recalls the lean years of the 60s and 70s and the 
very real threats of the team being moved to New 
Orleans, I was sure the Tribe’s brain trust would 
parlay the team’s success into a generation – at 
least – of solid baseball attendance. Attendance 
should NOT have again been a cause for concern in 
my lifetime. In other words, I never thought I would 
be writing a column like this one unless it was from 
that big box seat in the sky. But, as they might say at 
the new casino, “It just isn’t in the cards.”

Just as there were a number of reasons for a 
positive version of the “perfect storm” seventeen 
years ago, there are multiple causes for the “perfect 
emptiness” which now describes the feeling on any 
given day at Progressive Field. Whether the Tribe’s 
at home or on the road, it’s hard to tell the differ-
ence when you drive by the corner of Ontario and 
Carnegie. Let’s examine the issues:

1. Arrogance on the part of Tribe management: 
For quite some time, it was an “event” to be at an 
Indians game. People who couldn’t care less about 
baseball suddenly became Indians fans, because 
starting in 1995, Jacobs Field was the place to be. 
One of the advantages of constructing a ball field 
with a seating capacity significantly less than the 
cavernous old stadium was that suddenly the very 
real prospect of not being able to get Indians tickets 
essentially forced people to buy tickets ASAP or risk 
getting shut out. Management didn’t anticipate 
things going back to “the way it used to be” until 
it was too late for aggressive, fresh marketing. Sort 
of like closing the barn door after all the animals 

had escaped, no?
2. Attempting to trivialize the backlash of the 

Sabathia, Lee, and Martinez trades: I’m not sure 
the Indians will ever understand what a firestorm 
they created over a 30-month period when they 
traded those guys. In the first place, fans have had 
it up to their watered-down-beers with the Indians 
playing the “small market” card every time it comes 
time to pay the piper. I’m not saying they had to 
– or even needed to – sign all of those guys, but I 
have a newsflash, Tribe: Fans become invested in 
the players and don’t respond well when you’re 
dumping guys quicker than Kim Kardashian. Nor 
does it help when you get pretty well hosed on the 
trades for all three. There’s a guy I know at work - a 
big baseball fan - and he and I have a running joke 
about how soon it will be before we say goodbye to 
Santana and Kipnis. As they say, perception is real-
ity, Tribe. Look at it this way: Everybody says this is 
a football town, right? Well, imagine, for instance, 
Trent Richardson and Brandon Weeden becoming 
very successful Browns, but after a few years, the 
Browns, citing “financial constraints of the market” 
trade them for draft picks. Hmmm...Wonder what 
the reaction to that would be.

3. But in spite of numbers one and two above, 
where I really think the Indians blew it this year was 
the “What if...” advertising campaign the Indians 
marketing department decided upon. Produced in-
house by the Tribe, they unveiled the commercials 
in 2011 and they were quite successful. 

I guess they went with the “If-it-ain’t-broke-
don’t-fix-it” approach and decided to go the “What 
if” route again this year. Another newsflash, Tribe: 
It worked in 2011 because the team was coming 
off a 93-loss season, and fans did have to use their 
imagination to picture the Indians as contenders. 
This year, coming off a season in which the Tribe 
was in contention for most of the year, the Indians 
made a lot of noise about taking the next step and 
making the playoffs in 2012. 

My point is this: If you really feel the Indians 
are legit and are trying to sell them as such, it makes 
no sense to tell the fans to squint and think “What 
if,” now does it? We were told to dream last year, and 
now we have to go back into la-la land again this 
year? Jeez...Why not just make every night “Valium 
Night” down at the ballpark and we can all drift to 
our respective Wahooland “happy places.”

And if we really go crazy with the dreams, we 
can squint real, real hard and picture Santana and 
Kipnis still playing for the Indians five years from 
now, in front of a full house.

Now there’s a hallucination. 
Jeff welcomes all feedback and suggestions, pro or con, 
which may be sent to editor@wbvobserver.com.

SPORTING VIEWS

by Margaret Brennan

On Monday, May 14, 
YWCA Greater Cleve-
land recognized six 

area women for their pro-
fessional achievements at 
its 36th annual Women of 
Achievement Awards Lun-
cheon. Building on the YWCA 
mission of “eliminating racism 
and empowering women,” the 
YWCA Woman of Achievement 
Award is one of the most pres-
tigious honors in Cleveland 
for women, celebrating those 
who demonstrate outstanding 
leadership qualities and excep-
tional commitment to their 
careers and communities.

As a senior managing 
director at Dix & Eaton, award 
recipient Lisa Rose of Bay Vil-
lage doesn’t have to go very far 
to embody the YWCA Greater 
Cleveland’s mission.

“For me, it’s very reward-
ing to see my colleagues take 
ownership of their careers at 
such young ages. They have 
so many wonderful opportu-
nities in front of them, and 
seeing how well they navigate 
and maximize those oppor-
tunities is one of the more 
rewarding aspects of my 
career. It’s about living the 
YWCA’s mission of equality 
and giving other women the 
same chances and opportuni-
ties that I was able to receive 
and benefit from.”

Rose collaborates with 
Dix & Eaton clients on a full 
range of strategic, organiza-
tional and change commu-
nications. She serves on the 
firm’s leadership committee 
and board of directors and is 
responsible for ensuring the 
highest-quality client service 
while creating a challenging 
and engaging environment for 

colleagues.
“Being recognized for my 

effort is overwhelming and 
humbling at the same time,” 
Rose says. “Like so many 
women, I just work hard to 
stay focused on what I do best 
and on delivering results, and 
I don’t expect recognition of 
this type. There’s no secret to 
success. With hard work, luck, 
focus and good mentors and 
advocates, success is attain-
able for all of us.”

With a life motto of “seek 
to understand,” Rose sits on 
the boards of the Cleveland 
Rape Crisis Center, College-
Now, St. Joseph Academy, and 
The Presidents’ Council.

“One of my favorite 
things in life is having a great 
conversation over dinner and 
learning about the obstacles 
someone has faced, how they 
have overcome them, and 
what they are doing going for-
ward,” she says. “Everyone has 
a story. I am always surprised 
by honest conversation about 
how to live life – they are fas-
cinating, and I learn so much 
from them.

“You can truly do any-
thing you set your mind to. 
And over the years, I’ve been 
told that a mind shift can be a 
life changer. I’m happy to say 
that has been the case for me.”

YWCA Greater Cleveland 
is pleased to celebrate Ms. 
Rose’s accomplishments with 
this award. The YWCA is com-
mitted to eliminating racism 
and empowering women, 
and provides transformative 
services in three focus areas: 
early childhood education, 
youth services, and leader-
ship and inclusion initiatives. 
For more information call 
216-881-6878 or visit www.
ywcaofcleveland.org. 

Bay Village resident 
receives YWCA Woman of 
Achievement Award

by Eileen Vernon

The Village Foundation will host 
its annual ceremony to install 
and dedicate permanent bronze 

plaques honoring four outstanding Bay 
residents. This year the nominees are: 
James C. Redinger, Elizabeth R. Martin, 
Joan Hirsh and Miriam and Ivan Shepa-
rd. The Bay High String Quartet, under 
the direction of Ms. Carrie Singular, will 
play and tenor Troy Ayers II will sing. 
The Foundation will also announce the 
winners of two scholarships and will 
award four community grants during 
the program.

The program will take place at 
approximately 10:30 a.m. on Memorial 

Day, in Cahoon Park north of Lake Road 
under the white tent, immediately fol-
lowing the Memorial Day Service and 
parade. Friends of the Martin, Shepard, 
Redinger and Hirsh families and the 
public are invited to attend this annual 
ceremony and to view the plaques cur-
rently installed on the T. Richard Martin 
footbridge.

The Village Foundation bronze 
plaque program was established as a 
way for families and friends to give per-
manent recognition to Bay citizens in 
one central place. Donors that contrib-
ute at the level of $2,500 or more may 
request a plaque to honor the life work 
of Bay Village residents living or dead.

Each year, interest earned on 

contributed funds is awarded to tax-
exempt community groups for proj-
ects. Proposals are submitted to The 
Village Foundation grants committee. 
The selected proposals are presented 
to the Board for approval at the annual 
meeting in May. Priority is given to 
groups that are working on projects 
that offer permanent improvements to 
the quality of life in Bay and that are not 
otherwise funded by taxes.

For more Information about The 
Village Foundation, the grant applica-
tion process or contributions towards a 
plaque please call 440-899-3490. Appli-
cations for scholarships and guidelines 
for proposals are available at www.
thevillagefdn.org. 

The Village Foundation honors five

Painting
Gutter Cleaning

Drywall, Plastering
Electrical/Plumbing

Window Repair
Porch Repair

BathroomBathroom
Steps Repairs
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by Audrey Ray

Have you been wondering how 
much trash the Aqua Girls 
and the community picked 

up at our April 28 beach cleanup?  
Kacy Carmichael from the Cleveland 
Metroparks tallied up our results. For 
those of you who couldn’t make the 
cleanup, we took the bags of trash to 
the pavilion, sorted it and used tallies 
to keep track of what we collected on 
a record sheet.

We had officially 70 volunteers 
help us clean up the beach on April 
28. The record number of volunteers 
before April 28 was 10! Wow! We had 
seven times that many, and it was even 
a cold and rainy day!
Here is the list of things we collected:
•	 490 cigar tips
•	 304 cigarette butts
•	 280 caps and lids
•	 154 straws and stirrers
•	 142 cups, plates, forks, knives and 

spoons
•	 137 food wrappers and containers
•	 167 miscellaneous items including 

balls for sports, foam and pieces of 
plastic

•	 97 plastic bottles
•	 84 plastic bags
•	 2 tires

All the trash we collected got 

weighed in the bags. We collected 
409.35 pounds of trash! Great job 
everyone! The Aqua Girls want to 
thank all the volunteers that came out 
to help us on that cold and rainy day. 
We couldn’t have done it without you! I 
am looking forward to spending warm 
days at the beach and I will think of you 
every time I go.

The Bay Village Green Team taught 
us so many things as we planned for 
our beach clean up. We want to share 
them with you so hopefully in the 
future we won’t have to clean up the 
beach as often as we do now.
1. Throw all trash away properly
2. Recycle what you can
3. When you buy things, buy in bulk
4. Pay attention to how things are 

packaged
5. Use reusable containers and bags
6. Use organic fertilizers on your 

lawns
7. Please stop using chemical fertil-

izers
8. Throw out old tires during the city’s 

tire round-up
9. Pick up after your pets
10. Reuse things when you can

I hope you all take the time to visit 
the Bay Village Green Team’s website 
at www.bayvillagegreenteam.com for 
more information on how you can 
make a difference in the world. 

TALES OF A FOURTh-GRADE SOMEThING

Our community beach 
cleanup’s final numbers

You can help send 
the Aqua Girls to 
the DI global finals!
Their Destination Imagination team will 
compete for the ultimate title in Knox-
ville, Tenn., May 23-26 and they need 
your help to get there!
The trip will cost the girls $600 each – 
if you’d like to chip in, checks in any 
amount can be made out to “Aqua Girls” 
and sent to: 345 Bayview Rd., Bay Village, 
OH 44140.
All donations go directly to the Aqua Girls, 
not their parents. Any funds raised in 
excess of trip expenses will go to the Bay 
Village Destination Imagination Fund.

The Aqua Girls have been busy fundrais-
ing and preparing for our Destination 
Imagination Global Finals in Knoxville, 

Tenn. We have been practicing during our 
lunch and recess almost everyday with Bay 
Village’s DI Coordinator, Mrs. Harmount. 

We’ve been making improvements to 
our show so we are ready for the compe-
tition. We asked our music teacher, Mrs. 
Engelbrecht, for help with our dance and 
rap song. Thank you Mrs. Harmount and 
Mrs. Engelbrecht for giving up your lunch 
to help us! 

We’ve also met at my house after school 
four times in two weeks. We are building 
better props to make our show more fun to 
watch. It’s been very busy, but we all believe 
that the hard work we are putting into our 
show will help make it the best it can be.

We have agreed to be International 
Ambassadors with another team and were 
assigned an elementary team from Mexico. 
We are so excited! We are waiting to hear 
what grade they are in and if they are boys or 
girls. We will spend time together in Knox-
ville getting to know one another and will 
cheer each other on when we are compet-
ing. The good news is we won’t be compet-
ing against one another because they are 
not doing the community service challenge.

The Aqua Girls appreciate all the sup-
port the community has given us and appre-
ciate the donations that people have given. 
It’s not too late to support us. We are still 
accepting donations. Thank you! Thank you! 
Thank you! 

Aqua Girls prepare 
for destination 
imagination finals

The city launched a new, inter-
active website – which she called 
the biggest accomplishment of 
2011 – renovated the Reese Park 
playground and completed the sani-
tary sewer cleaning project on time 
and under budget, resulting in a 250 
percent increase in sewer capacity. 
But Sutherland reserved her greatest 
praise for the people of Bay Village – 
staff and residents alike.

She shared her gratitude for 
Bay’s “phenomenal” employees, 
police officers and firefighters, who 
have remained dedicated during 
trying times and commended the 
community services department for 
its outreach and senior center pro-
grams. Volunteer organizations have 
made an impact on the daily lives of 
residents with recreational, support 
and environmental projects.

The Bay Skate and Bike Park 
Foundation’s seven-year struggle 
culminated in the construction of 
a facility designed to take advan-
tage of the Cahoon Memorial Park 
landscape and provide kids with a 
central location to ride and skate.

The Village Food project began 
delivering nutritious meals to fam-
ilies experiencing a cancer crisis, 
and has partnered with the Bay Vil-
lage Green Team to grow organic 
produce in the Community Garden. 
The Green Team has also worked 
to promote recycling and sustain-
ability within the city.

Residents adjusted to the 
new automated trash pickup 
and improved curbside recycling 
program, doubling the amount 
of material recycled. Including 
roughly 900 tons of yard waste col-
lected and composted, the city has 
seen a 24% decrease in the amount 
of waste sent to landfills over the 
past year.

Looking ahead to the upcoming 
year, Mayor Sutherland said repairs 
will soon begin on the Wolf Road 
aerial sewer over Cahoon Creek. 
The 1940s-era pipe has eroded to an 
eighth-inch thickness in some spots 
and is leaking, a scenario she called 
“a disaster waiting to happen.” The 
Bradley/Naigle roadwork project 
is nearing completion and recom-
mendations are forthcoming from 
the panel conducting the city’s 
decennial charter review. 

SUTHERLAND        
continued from front page

Volunteers help pick up trash from Huntington Beach. Seventy people 
weathered the rain and cold on April 28, piling up over 400 lbs of trash.
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West Shore       
Chamber of Commerce 
News & Opportunities

UPCOMING EVENTS
 
Wednesday, June 13

PoWer of More
Montrose Kia
5033 Detroit Rd.
Sheffield Lake, Ohio 44051
Wednesday, June 13. 2012
5:00 pm to 7:30 pm

 
Monday, July 30

West shore ChAMber Golf outinG
Lakewood Country Club
2613 Bradley Road
Westlake, Ohio 44145
Registration 10:00 am
Luncheon 11:00 am
Shotgun Start at Noon
Visit the Chamber website for your 
reservation form

Tuesday, August 14

neW teAChers 
lunCheon
Westlake 
Holiday Inn
State Rep Nan Baker, Speaker
Networking begins at 11:30 am
Luncheon served at Noon
RSVP to 440-835-8787 or email
sandy@westshorechamber.org

CONTACT US
West Shore Chamber 
of Commerce
1100 Crocker Road  
Westlake, OH 44145
www.westshorechamber.org
440-835-8787	•	FAX	835-8798	

YOU’RE INVITED! If you would like to do more business in Bay Village or 
Westlake we would like to invite you to join us for a Chamber event. Contact the 
chamber office by phone at 440-835-8787 or email sandy@westshorechamber.
org and request a Guest Invitation and discover first-hand how the Power of 
MORE! can help your business.

Don’t miss 
The Power of MORE!

SPRING CD 
SPECIALS

* Certificates of Deposit (CD) – Interest compounds quarterly.  Minimum balance to open is $500.00 with maximum deposit of $250,000.00.   
APY (Annual Percentage Yield) assumes interest remains on deposit for full term. 9 Month CD APY and rate = .60%, renews for 9 months.  
13 Month CD APY and rate = .80%, renews for 12 months. 3 YEAR CD  APY and rate = 1.25%, renews for 3 years. To qualify for the 13 month 
and 3 year  rates, you must have an additional account relationship other than a CD (Checking, Savings, Money Market Account, Loan, or 
Investment Services). Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. Offer valid as of May 10, 2012, may change or be cancelled without notice. 
Other restrictions may apply.  May not be combined with any other FFL offer. Contact a Branch or Call Center Representative for full details.

%
APY

.60% 
APY* 9 Month CD

Contact Us 
for Details

(216) 529-2700

.80% 
APY*

13 Month CD
Includes a one time penalty free 
withdrawal during the initial term

1.25% 
APY* 3  Year CD More Benefits + More Opportunities + More Events 

= More Business
That’s The Power of MORE!

Attend an Event to discover how you can Enter to Win a: 
FREE 3 Year Lease of a Brand New Car
FREE HD Wide Screen Television
FREE Apple iPad

And More, Much Much More!

Don’t Miss The Power of MORE! 
Grand Prize Event & Drawing 

Wednesday, June 13, 2012 
5:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

Montrose Kia 
5033 Detroit Road 

Sheffield, Ohio 44054 
Cost: 1 Business Card • No RSVP Required 

Enjoy Complimentary Appetizers and Beverages

Not a Member yet, No Problem, contact the Chamber office for 
a Guest Invitation and Join us for an Event to Discover first 
hand how The Power of MORE! can help grow your business.

Major Power of MORE! Sponsors Include:

More Benefits + More Opportunities + More Events 
= More Business

That’s The Power of MORE!
Attend an Event to discover how you can Enter to Win a: 

FREE 3 Year Lease of a Brand New Car
FREE HD Wide Screen Television
FREE Apple iPad

And More, Much Much More!

Don’t Miss The Power of MORE! 
Grand Prize Event & Drawing 

Wednesday, June 13, 2012 
5:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

Montrose Kia 
5033 Detroit Road 

Sheffield, Ohio 44054 
Cost: 1 Business Card • No RSVP Required 

Enjoy Complimentary Appetizers and Beverages

Not a Member yet, No Problem, contact the Chamber office for 
a Guest Invitation and Join us for an Event to Discover first 
hand how The Power of MORE! can help grow your business.

Major Power of MORE! Sponsors Include:

Shop for unique, one-of-a-kind items created by dozens of quality vendors, 
just in time for Father’s Day. There will be a children’s activities center with 
old-time games and crafts. Enjoy a delicious lunch prepared by a variety of 
food vendors, or take home a little something for dinner. Rose Hill Museum 
and the adjacent Reuben Osborn Learning Center will be open to guests.

Visitors to the event can take a guided bus tour of the 
historic sites of Bay Village for $5. Advance registration is 

recommended for tours, call 440-871-4797.
Admission to the show and parking is free. Bring the family to spend a fun-
filled day in the park at the historic center of Bay Village, on the shores of 

beautiful Lake Erie. 
Cahoon Memorial Park is at the intersection of Cahoon and Lake Roads. 

Phone 440-835-2718 for information.

Cahoon

Artisans & antiques, music, food and fun

in J une

June 16 * 9 am to 4 pm

FREE  PARK ING  &  ADM ISS ION

Cahoon Memorial Park
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WESTLAKE PORTER PUBLIC LIBRARY

May programs at Westlake Porter Public Library

Nurse4Home™

You can stay 
in your home! ™
Providing home 
healthcare and 
household services.

Cheryl A. Gatto, RN
216-402-2765
nurse4home.com
Ultra Quality • Honesty • Integrity • Dependability

PLEASE PROOFREAD
Ad artwork ©2011 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

Nurse4Home LLC

PLEASE PROOFREAD
Ad artwork ©2011 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

STUMP 
GRINDING
 440-941-1433

 Fully Insured
Proud resident of Bay Village 

serving the northwest 
communities

CLASSIFIEDS

   

Big interview coming up?

Is your resume flawless?

Planning a child’s birthday party?

Looking for a new family pet?

Need help with something 
but don’t know how to get it? 

Check With Nicole 
can help you today!
visit: www.checkwithnicole.com
or call 440.212.9588

CLASSIFIED ADS
Advertise your small business, 
services or job opening in the 

Classified section – just $20 per 
issue for a 2-1/4” square, 

black & white ad. 
Call Laura at 440-477-3556 or 
email laura@wbvobserver.com

for details.  

PLEASE PROOFREAD
Ad artwork ©2011 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

SIMPLY FIXED
Computer Repair
 Virus/Spyware Removal

Recovering Lost Data
FREE Diagnostics

Reasonable Rates

Call 440-454-3373
20800 Center Ridge Rd.
Suite 316A, Rocky River
Hours by Appointment

PLEASE PROOFREAD
Ad artwork ©2011 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

EXTERIOR 
PAINTING
By Exceptional College Students

HOUSES, GARAGES,
FENCES and DECKS

FREE ESTIMATES
Anthony

440-453-4250
Licensed & Insured

College Works Painting

Superlative Service at
Reasonable Rates

Call for a Free estimate

by Elaine Willis

Friday, May 18 (10:30-11:15 a.m.) 
CoMe PLay WItH Me! – Open play-
time with age-appropriate toys, songs 
and rhymes for ages 2-5 and their caring 
adults. Registration begins May 11.

Saturday, May 19 (9:30 a.m.) 
WeStSIde WrIterS

Saturday, May 19 (10-10:45 a.m.) 
Saturday LaPSIt StorytIMe 
– Join us for songs, rhymes and stories, 
then stay and play! For ages 0-24 months 
with caregiver.

Saturday, May 19 (1-3 p.m.) Con-
neCtIng for KIdS Saturday 
PLaygrouP – A playgroup for par-
ents with questions or concerns about 
their child’s development. We will hold 
an informal discussion while the children 
play Legos, board games and do crafts. 

In partnership with Connecting for Kids.

Saturday, May 19 (3-4:45 p.m.) 
Mad4Manga – M4M is everything 
manga! We talk about manga, create 
manga art, discuss & watch anime films, 
and more! Grades 6-12 only.

Monday, May 21 (1-7 p.m.) aMer-
ICan red CroSS BLoodMoBILe

Wednesday, May 23 (10:30-11 
a.m.) Let’S SIng and danCe! – 
Join us for a fun session of singing and 
dancing. For children ages 2-6 with a 
caregiver. No registration required.

Wednesday, May 23 (2 p.m.) 
WedneSday afternoon BooK 
dISCuSSIon – May’s selection is “One 
Summer” by David Baldacci.

Friday, May 25 (10 a.m.-noon) 
Porter’S fIBer fanatICS – 
Socialize, share, and solve problems 

while you work on your current project.

Friday, May 25 (11:30 a.m.-1:30 
p.m.) ConneCtIng for KIdS 
BroWn Bag LunCH PLaygrouP 
– A playgroup for parents with questions 
or concerns about their child’s devel-
opment. Bring your brown bag lunch 
(no peanuts, please) and we’ll hold an 
informal discussion while the children 
eat lunch and play. In partnership with 
Connecting for Kids. The May 25 topic is 
“Children’s Diet Challenges” with Marge 
Robison, MPH, RD, LD.

Saturday, May 26 (10 a.m.-2 p.m.) 
CraftS a go-go! – Join us for a fun 
and easy craft experience! All supplies 
provided; just drop in. A new, cool craft 
idea every time!

Saturday, May 26 (2-3 p.m.) BrICK 
BuILderS CLuB – Love those LEGO 
bricks? Then bring your ideas and imagi-

nation to the club! All bricks provided. 
Ages 6-13. Registration begins one week 
before each session.

Sunday, May 27 – CLoSed 
on SundayS for tHe SuMMer 
StartIng today

Monday, May 28 – MeMorIaL 
day – LIBrary CLoSed

Wednesday, May 29 (6-8 p.m.) 
e-reader HeLP – Make an appoint-
ment at the Popular Materials Desk for 
help with your e-Reader!

Wednesday, May 30 (10:30-11 
a.m.) Let’S SIng and danCe! – 
Join us for a fun session of singing and 
dancing. For children ages 2-6 with a 
caregiver. No registration required.

To register for any of the programs, 
please call 440-871-2600 or visit http://
signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080.

by Denise Ayres

May is National Mental Health 
Awareness Month and has 
been since 1949. In my last 

Westlake | Bay Village Observer article 
I gave six good reasons to gain aware-
ness regarding your own personal 
mental health. I hope readers found 
that advice to be beneficial. In this 
second May article I am asking you to 
lend a hand to others that are working 
on gaining their own mental health 
awareness.

People that receive a diagnosis of 
mental illness do not cause it to occur. 
We continue to see a lot of public stigma 
surrounding mental health issues and 
mental illness even though it is well 
documented that mental illness, in its 
many forms, is most often related to an 

imbalance of brain chemistry. 
The word “stigmatize” is defined as 

“to characterize or mark as disgraceful.” 
Stigmatizing someone that is managing 
mental illness is incredibly unjust to 
the individual and his or her family. In 
addition, it is unfortunate that public 
stigma too often stands in the way of 
individuals seeking the very treatment 
services that could reduce or end their 
symptoms.  In a brain illness, such as 
major depression, not seeking treat-
ment can result in a suicide. Therefore, 
stigmatizing persons that are managing 
mental illness is not only cruel but also 
dangerous.

There is so much incorrect infor-
mation and so very many incorrect 
depictions of mental health issues in 
television programs, movies, and even 
in everyday speech. Recently I heard a 

radio host even refer to a mental health 
counselor by saying on his show “I’m 
not going to talk to one of those psycho 
witches.” We would expect people to 
be better informed about brain health 
given several decades of correct infor-
mation about brain health research and 
treatment. 

I will spare you the long list of ter-
rible names that are given to consumers 
of mental health services. It is too easy 
to use a common, yet very incorrect, 
term and takes a little energy to look 
for scientifically correct resources. If 
we all do our part to gain knowledge 
about mental health then together we 
can bring an end to stigma. 

We are asking you to join us and 
become a “Stigma Ender.” This is a 
fairly simple thing to do. It only takes 
two types of action on your part: 1. Gain 

knowledge about what mental illness 
is, how it is treated, and how many 
people recover, and 2. When you hear 
others using stigmatizing terms to refer 
to mental illness please say something 
like “you are talking about a person that 
did not chose to have an illness. Mental 
illness is a physical imbalance of brain 
chemicals. People recover from mental 
illnesses.” 

Please become a Stigma Ender for 
the sake of someone’s daughter that 
had been diagnosed with schizophrenia 
after she graduated from college with 
honors. Become a Stigma Ender for a 
father or mother that has depression so 
they can feel comfortable about seeking 
the treatment that will help. If we do 
this all together we will end the stigma 
regarding mental health and we will 
decrease the suicide rate. 

Compeer asks you to become a ‘stigma ender’ for mental health
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by Judith Routhier

On April 30, the Westlake Ser-
vice Unit No. 706 held their 
annual Girl Scout Recognition 

Ceremony at Parkside Intermediate 
School. Forty Bronze Awards, one Silver 
Award and six Gold Awards were pre-
sented to Junior (grades 4-5), Cadette 
(grades 6-8), and Senior & Ambassador 
Girl Scouts (grades 9-12). These are the 
highest awards available to girls of their 
rank and require a minimum of 20, 50, 
and 80 hours of planning and service to 
complete.

Three troops earned Bronze Awards. 
Troop 434 made and provided new pet 
adoption kits through the Westlake 
Police Department and ran educational 
sea animal programs at local preschools. 
Troop 455 ran Mardi Gras programs 
(crafts, music, snacks and activities) for 
the elderly residents of Brighton Gar-
dens. Troop 1144 ran two nursing home 
tea parties complete with food, tea, hats 
and music.   

Devon Smith earned her Silver 
Award by interviewing older adults and 
preserving their cherished life stories in 
the keepsake memory books she created.

Six girls earned their Gold Award, 
the highest Girl Scout honor. Westlake 
Mayor Dennis Clough was on hand to 
present each with a proclamation for 
her efforts.

Alexandra Melendez, a senior at 
Westlake High School, helped make 
and donate 80 literacy kits and painted 
the alphabet on the wall in the St. Mala-
chi’s tutoring room. Each kit contained 
a book, activities, instructions, supplies 
and answer sheets.

Renata Beyer, a senior at Westlake 
High School, worked with the Cleveland 
Metroparks and the Bay Village Histori-
cal Society to research historical sites 
within Huntington Reservation. She 
condensed the information into easy-
to-read paragraphs which will be used 

in future signs. She also created a 
geocache, or high-tech treasure 
hunt using a handheld GPS device.

Katelyn Routhier, a sophomore 
at Westlake High School, educated 
over 1,000 people on the history 
and importance of the American 
flag. She wrote, illustrated and pub-
lished a book, entitled “Red, White 
and Blue: What Does It Mean To 
You?”, donating copies to public 
and school libraries and students. 
She ran three multimedia assem-
blies for 900 students and faculty 
and led part of the Citizenship in 
the Nation Merit Badge for 35 Boy 
Scouts on Flag Day 2011. She also 
made centerpieces and led patri-
otic crafts and a recital/sing along 
at a local nursing home.

Alia Janmey, a senior at West-
lake High School, ran two daytime 
events teaching children camping 
skills such as fire building, dish 
washing and sterilizing, knot tying, 
and what to pack.

Abby Salem, a junior at Westlake 
High School, educated people about an 
eye condition called a pterygium, which 
is caused by excessive exposure to the 
sun. She spoke to fellow students, ran 
bake sales and put out collection boxes, 

acquiring 267 pairs of sunglasses, which 
help prevent the problem. She sent the 
sunglasses to residents of Honduras, 
who commonly suffer from the eye 
affliction.

Lina Wiley, a senior at Magnificat 
High School in Rocky River, ran a six-

week book club and blanket-making 
class for the girls of Independence Place. 
It is a residential program in the YWCA of 
Greater Cleveland for girls who have aged 
out of the foster care system. Addition-
ally, she collected and donated over 200 
books for the library playroom. 

established 1924established 1924

3984 Porter Road • Westlake

440-871-2050
www.deansgreenhouse.com

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

26690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-8080

MULCH  •  TOPSOIL  •  STONE

26690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-808026690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-8080

$10 
OFF
ANY PURCHASE 

OF $100 OR 
MORE

One coupon per purchase. Can not be combined with any 
other discounts. Excludes delivery and tax.  OB 

26690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-808026690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-808026690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-808026690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-8080

$5 
OFF
ANY PURCHASE 

OF $50 OR 
MORE

One coupon per purchase. Can not be combined with any 
other discounts. Excludes delivery and tax.  OB 

26690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-808026690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-808026690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-8080

BAGGED MULCH 
OR TOPSOIL

QUANTITY OF 10 BAGS OR MORE
One coupon per purchase. Can not be combined with any 

other discounts. Excludes delivery and tax.  OB 

10% 
OFF

$10 $5 10% $10 $5 10% 
landscape supply supercenter!

MULCH  •  TOPSOIL  •  STONEMULCH  •  TOPSOIL  •  STONE
bulk or bagged material

26690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-808026690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-8080
www.EarthToYoulandscape.com

Bay Presbyterian Church
 25415 Lake Road, Bay Village 

440.871.3822

Sunday worship times
8:00 am - Traditional Service
9:30 am - Blended Service

9:30 am - Contemporary Service
 in the Great Hall

11:15 am - Contemporary Service
www.baypres.org

Westlake Girl Scouts honored at annual recognition ceremony
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Six Westlake Girl Scouts achieved Gold Award status on April 29, back row, from 
left: Lina Wiley, Alexandra Melendez, Renata Beyer; front row, from left: Katelyn 
Routhier, Alia Janmey, Abby Salem.

Westlake Girl Scouts were recognized with Gold, Silver and Bronze Awards on April  30.
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For Tickets, or to enter the Rib Contest
Call John Underation: 330-607-2477
or go to: www.bsbp.org   <<<<<<

Continue to support your local Skate Park!  Brought to you by Rock West> 30100 Detroit Rd.<<> Westlake, OH 44145 <  

Saturday, May 26, 5-11PM
   $25.00 per Adult
  Includes Dinner & Drink Ticket
 $5.00 Kids Meal

Support Your
Community...Stay Local!

Bay Lodge, 492 Bradley Rd.
• Rib Cook-Off • Chinese 
Raffle • Live Music by:Hypnotic Dog

To Donate Raffle Items, Call:
Lawrence Kuh: 440-829-2243

Grilling details on back.

Proceeds benefit BSBP Student Scholarship and park upkeep.

 Rib Rockin’ Burn-Off!>>2012<<

 Rib Rockin’ Burn-Off!>>2012<<

May 20, Casual Ride and 
Cooperative Meeting

The ride will start at 3 p.m., heading 
out from the gazebo in Cahoon Park. Be 
advised that use of a helmet is recom-
mended but not required and that we 
will be “Sharing The Road”! After the 
ride, we will have some food and begin 
the meeting. Everyone is also welcome 
to just come for the meeting that will 

be from 4-5:30 pm in the Community 
House at Cahoon Park.

The purpose of the meeting will 
allow for attendees to formally meet and 
begin collaborating. We will begin to lay 
the framework for this bicycle coopera-
tive by reviewing the programs we will 
offer, how we will generate revenue (we 
can review the tentative budget), mem-
bership fees, other organizations we can 

collaborate with this summer. Overall 
we will begin to discuss the specifics of 
how Village bicyCLE will operate this 
summer.

We encourage anyone to attend 
regardless of skill level, age, and expe-
rience. Village bicyCLE is a collabora-
tive organization where our goal is to 
work together by utilizing our skills to 
promote community and healthy sus-

tainable practic-
es.  As such the 
more diverse our 
membership is 
the stronger our 
cooperative will 
be!! Please email 
bisforbike48@

gmail.com to find out about opportu-
nities.
May 27, Folks and Spokes Ride

The ride starts at 2 p.m. from the 
new Village bicyCLE headquarters at 380 
Dover Center Rd. If you need any adjust-
ments, then stop up any time after noon! 
This kid-friendly ride will begin with a 
safety review followed by a scenic five-
mile ride through Bay zVillage. 

The ride will end at Ironwood Cafe 
where Chef Joseph Dubbs will welcome 
us with a smoked BBQ pit, music by 
The Whiskey Kings featuring Monica 
Robins (from 4-7 p.m.), cornhole, and 
10% off food and drinks for those of 
you that joined the ride. All in all, a 
rolling good time to be had by all. 

Village bicyCLE co-op plans two May bike rides

by Mary Levtzow

Christian Community 
School, an indepen-
dent, evangelical 

Christian school that was 
founded in Westlake in 1994 
before expanding to North 
Eaton, returned to its roots for 
a day of community service.

Every year, CCS hosts 
its May Workathon in which 
students, staff and parents 
volunteer service hours by 
forming work teams that 
go into the community and 
neighboring communities 
to witness about Jesus’ love 
while assisting with projects 
that clean-up, refurbish, 
complete yard work, assist 
the elderly and meet needs.

This year’s Workathon 
theme was Mission Possible as 
the school community in work 
teams went out on Friday, May 
4, to make a difference and live 
their faith through service. An 
ice cream treat and assembly 
followed this outstanding day 
of volunteering.

Gabe, John, Lukas 

and Jeremy, four fantastic 
CCS third-grade boys, with 
parent Dan Miller and wheel-
barrow, arrived in Westlake 
shortly after 9 a.m. to tackle 
the moving of seven yards of 
mulch. First the hardworking 
crew pulled the numerous 
and colorful weeds.

Three hours later, 
Elissa, Emily, Abbey, Susan-
na, Isabella and Lilia, all 
CCS fifth-grade girls, with 
parent Tammy Boey, arrived 
to assist in spreading the 
mulch throughout the flower 
beds. However, at 2 p.m. 
their time ran out, so after 
school, parent Dean Poore 
and teacher Abe Edwards 
returned with Dan Miller to 
finish the project.

Art teacher Karen Doane 
joined the crew as they were 
finishing up this wonderful 
Mission Possible project. The 
Workathon and the school 
vibrate with Jesus’ dynamic 
and embracing love for all 
children as they serve their 
communities and senior citi-
zens to the glory of God. 

School group 
visits Westlake for 
day of service

The CCS Workathon crew that weeded and moved 
mulch to celebrate community service included 
third-grade boys and fifth-grade girls, (front row) 
Gabe, John, and Lukas; (middle row) Isabella, 
Abbey, Lilia and Jeremy; (back row) Susanna, Elissa, 
Emily, with parents Tammy Boey and Dan Miller.

Village bicyCLE has a home, thanks to property owners, The Goodman Group. Between Bay 
Lanes and Burns Auto, the centrally-located building will serve as the co-op's workshop and HQ.



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

                                                                                                                          15 MAY 2012 •  WESTLAKE | BAY ViLLAGE OBSErVEr 15

TH
E

 U
N

IV
E

R
SI

TY
 O

F 
A

K
R

O
N

   
   

   
LA

K
E

W
O

O
D

w
w

w
.la

ke
w

o
o

d
.u

ak
ro

n.
ed

u

The University of Akron
Lakewood

Confucius Institute 
Chinese Summer Camp for 
7th -12th Grade Students

July 16 - 20, 2012 at UA-Lakewood 
•	Presented by The University of Akron Confucius Institute
•	Learn Chinese language, art, history, calligraphy and more.
•	Friday Field Trip to Cleveland’s Asia Town

Dates: July 16-20, 2012 • Time: 9am to 1pm
Location: UA Lakewood • 14725 Detroit Ave Lakewood
Cost: $160 per student • Registration Deadline: May 31, 2012

Application form available at: https://lakewood.uakron.edu/
Send Application and $160 to: The Confucius Institute, The University 
of Akron Quaker Square, Suite 307 • Akron, OH 44325-9003

Questions? Contact: 330-972-2013 • nee@uakron.edu •www.uakron.edu/ci

Chinese Summer Camp

Chinese Culture and Language

Spring Splash - Free!
Learn Chinese paper cutting & experience Chinese folk music at 
two “Spring Splash” sessions in April and May at UA–Lakewood.

Both events are FREE; no reservations required. Drop in when 
it’s convenient for you!

SPRIng SPLASh 1: ChInESE PAPER CUTTIng
3:30 to 5:30 p.m. Thursday, April 26
See demonstrations of Chinese paper every 30 minutes.

SPRIng SPLASh 2: ChInESE FoLk mUSIC
Thursday, may 24 from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Demonstrations of Chinese folk music will occur every 30 
minutes.

Coming in Fall 2012 - Beginning Chinese 1

Interior Painting • Plaster & Drywall Repair • Staining
Wallpaper Removal & Installation • Skim Coating

NAT-25536-1

Quality interior and exterior painting for over a decade
FREE ESTIMATES • 440-454-2775 • www.allurepainting.net

FREE 
gutter cleaning 

with any exterior 

house painting

by Patrick McGannon

You may have noticed the yellow 
Share the Road bicycle signs 
popping up like spring daffodils 

around Bay Village. By the end of the 
month, there should be a combined 
total of 42 on Lake, Wolf, Dover, Bradley, 
Walker, Basset, Cahoon, Columbia and 
Clague roads. The project was a joint 
effort of the Bay Village Green Team, the 
Bay Skate and Bike Park Foundation, 
the Bike to School Challenge, the Village 
Bicycle Cooperative, the City of Bay Vil-
lage and private donors. The signs were 
paid for through private funds, not city 
funds. Their installation this month is in 
conjunction with National Bike Month 
and National Bike to Work Day (Friday, 
May 18).
Why are the signs being added?

The signs, a national standard 
approved by they Federal Highway 
Administration, are being added to 
increase safety for both bicycles and 
automobiles. No laws have been 
changed. The signs are simply stating 
existing state law.

Making our city and our region more 
bike friendly by improving safety makes 
it a more attractive place to live. Thriving 
cities across the country are improving 
bikability and walkability in order to 
attract more residents. Statistics show 
that doing so is good for local property 
values as well as local businesses.
Is biking in the street legal?

Yes, in the state of Ohio, and in most 
states, bicycles are considered legitimate 
vehicles with the same rights to the road 
as cars. Bicycles can ride on roads as 
long as they are not freeways contain-
ing overpasses. Drivers of automobiles 
may pass bicycles just as they would pass 
any other slow moving vehicle such as 
a tractor, Amish buggy, delivery truck, 
etc. Drivers should leave a minimum of 
three feet between their cars and a bike 
when passing.
What are the key rules for biking 
on the road?

Bicyclists must follow all the same 
rules that one would follow in a car. You 
must ride with traffic, NOT against it. 
Stop signs, stop lights, yield signs and 
turn signals must be obeyed. You cannot 
pass on the right.

Bikers must also ride to the right in 
most situations, unless making a left-
hand turn or riding at the same speed as 
traffic. Do not, however, ride so far to the 
right that you put yourself in danger of 
hitting the curb if you have to avoid an 
object on the road. It is best to ride where 
the right tire of a car would normally be 
on the road. This encourages drivers to 
safely pass you and gives you room to 
safely avoid objects and potholes in the 
road. The added safety comes from the 
fact that riding in this zone allows the 

biker to swerve right to 
avoid hazards instead 
of swerving left into 
passing traffic. Riding 
too close to the curb 
encourages passing 
drivers to “squeeze” 
by you. This creates a 
dangerous situation for 
everyone and prevents 
you from being able to 
avoid road hazards.

For riding after 
dark, you must have a 
white front headlight 
and a red tail light. 
Make sure that it is 
bright enough to be 
seen by cars in poor 
visibility situations like 
rain and fog. You may 
even wish to purchase 
lights that are bright 
enough to be used 
during the day. Good 
LED bike lights can be 
purchased at a local bike shop for under 
$30 and can last all season on one set of 
batteries.

Bright reflective clothing and a 
helmet are also recommended for obvi-
ous safety reasons. They key is to be seen 
by others so that they do not accidentally 
hit you!
Why not just ride on the 
sidewalk?

Sidewalk biking is okay for slower, 
casual riding, but becomes dangerous 
to the biker, to walkers, and to cars 
backing out of driveways when going 
at faster speeds. Bicycles can easily 
travel at speeds of 20-30 mph on flat 
surfaces and faster going down hills. 
Additionally, bumps and curbs on 
sidewalks will damage road bikes, 
which are designed to be ridden on 
a smoother surface. When commut-
ing to work or running errands, road 
biking is much more efficient and 
safer.
What are the benefits of 
bicycling?

Biking is not only for recreation. 
It can also be a mode of transpor-
tation that can replace your car for 
many local errands and commuting 
to work. Doing so will decrease your 
transportation costs by reducing 
your consumption of gasoline and 
reducing vehicle maintenance. Fur-
thermore, substituting a car with a 
bicycle will reduce pollutants within 
our own city and can improve your 
health by the additional exercise 
that you obtain through the activ-
ity. Exercise has been shown to help 
maintain a healthy body weight, 
reduce stress, reduce depression, 
and increase your feeling of well-
being. The improved health may 

help keep you out of the doctor’s office, 
thereby saving you from expensive 
medical bills. With so many positive 
benefits, why not commit to replac-
ing at least one car trip a week with a 
bicycle trip?
What else should I know?

Do a safety check on your bike 
before each ride and check your tire pres-
sure every two weeks. Proper inflation 
of your tires will result in a much more 
efficient ride.

Where can I find more 
information?

Get a free county bike map and 
comprehensive bike law pamphlet 
by contacting the Bay Village Green 
Team at pat@bayvillagegreenteam.
org. Learn about local community 
rides, basic bike maintenance classes 
and more at www.villagebicyCLE.org. 
Regional community rides can be 
viewed on Bike Cleveland’s calendar 
at www.bikecleveland.org. 

Share the Road signs making Bay’s streets safer
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Parkside Preschool
and Child Care Center

Now enrolling for Summer Camp
All day camp June 11- August 17

Full-time and Part-time - 
Full Day or a.m./p.m. options

Weekly Sports Clinics run by Coach Matt

 Completed Grades K – 6
Weekly rates: $75 half day or $150 full time

$25 weekly activity fee
For more information visit www.westlakenaz.org

23600 Hilliard Blvd., Westlake 
(Corner of Hilliard and Clague)

440-333-6643

To advertise in this section during May, 
contact Laura at 440-477-3556 or email 

laura@wbvobserver.com.  
Summer Camps, Activities, & Programs

39th Annual Phil Bova
Baseball Camp 2012

Don’t get 
shut out!

Camp has sold out 
38 years in a row!

June 18-22, 8:15-4 • Ages 7 -14 
Experience Your Own Spring Training!

High School, College and Professional Instructors with 
over 200 Years of Experience • Camp ratio 1 to 8
Every phase of the game will be unveiled:

Our staff will prepare your son for the next level!
Daily Games • Individual Drills
$230 per camper includes: 

Hot Lunch Daily • Camp T-Shirt & Hat • Written Evaluation 
Individual Color Photo • Awards Ceremony

Westlake Rec Outdoor Baseball Field; 28955 Hilliard Blvd.
For Registration, Medical Forms and Discounts visit our Website at:

www.bovacamps.com or call 440-779-1390

Music Therapy Enrichment Center, Inc.

Music for 
Everyone
This 
Summer!

Music for 
Everyone
This 
Summer!

Register NOW for Kids & Adults!
 Music FUNdamentals
 Hugs n’ Harmony

 Social Skills Program
 Traditional Lessons
 Adapted Lessons
 Music Therapy

new westlake location!
26040 Detroit Road, Suite #3, Westlake

440-250-0091
www.MTECincorporated.com

PLEASE PROOFREAD Ad artwork ©2012 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

From the Friends of the Bay Village Kennel

Prepare for emergency situations in advance. Pets are 
extremely vulnerable and depend on you for their 
safety. Natural disasters can strike without warning. 

In order to provide care for your pets during an emergency 
situation, it is important to a have a disaster plan in place. 
Visit www.fema.gov or www.uan.org for pet emergency 
information and disaster planning assistance.

Foster an animal and help save a life! Foster pet fami-
lies provide temporary homes for animals prior to adop-
tion. Providing foster care is a wonderful and personal way 
to contribute to saving homeless pets. Dogs and cats are 
the most common pets needing foster homes, but some 
organizations may also need help with rabbits, birds or 
even farm animals.

Take care to pet-proof your home:
1. Remove candy or nuts from locations where pets 

can reach them. Chocolate is toxic to dogs and nuts can 
be dangerous to both dogs and cats.

2. If moth balls are used, keep pets away from those 
areas.

3. Check garbage can lids – chicken bones, foil food 
wrappers, batteries, etc. can be life threatening.

4. See that all medications are locked up. The sound 
of pills rattling in a plastic container may entice the pet to 
chew the bottle open.

5. Household cleaners, polishes, disinfectants, insec-
ticides, antifreeze, fertilizers, perfumes and makeup can 
be very dangerous if not deadly to pets. Secure all areas, 
consider baby latches and locks if necessary.

6. Inquisitive pets are attracted to hobby supplies, 
paints, glues, needles, ribbon and thread. Make sure to 
put these items away as well. 

by Kevin Burns

Project S.T.O.P. (Stop the Oppressive Preda-
tor) stepped closer to its goal of stopping 
child molestation with its successful “Look 

Out for Kids Awareness Walk,” which raised more 
than $3,000. The event, the first fund-raising walk 
to be held at Quicken Loans Arena, drew about 
100 registered walkers, from young children to 
grandparents, all led by the Lee Burneson Middle 
School cheerleaders.

Money raised at the event, which was sup-
ported by the Cleveland Rape Crisis Center, will 
be used for the final development and distribution 
of Project S.T.O.P.’s educational programs. Project 
S.T.O.P. is a venture by Reinventing the Cycle Inc., 
a 501(c)(3), tax-deductible organization.

Community members – including 20 from 
St. John United Church of Christ in Amherst – 
participated in and supported the walk, held 
March 4 at Quicken Loans Arena in downtown 
Cleveland. Walkers received the added benefit 
of staying for a Cleveland Monsters hockey 
game.

“The ‘Look Out for Kids Awareness Walk’ 
was successful in so many different ways,” said 
Cathy DuBois, founder, president and chief 
executive officer of Reinventing the Cycle, and 
a Westlake resident. “Our country has a large 
percentage of people who are victimized by 
child predators. The wonderful people who 
came together on this walk realize that we 
must take action to support victims and raise 

awareness so that child predators are stopped. 
Together, we are making a positive difference 
and we hope even more will join us at next 
year’s walk.”

There are few things more important than 
helping those who cannot protect themselves. 
Children deserve a safe environment in which 
to grow and thrive. Sadly, too many children, 
through no fault of their own, become victims 
in one of the most unspeakable crimes: child 
molestation. Project S.T.O.P. teaches children 
to be aware of their bodies and that no one, 
not even someone they know and trust, should 
touch them in an inappropriate way.

“I never realized how many people were 
victimized as children until I participated in 
this event,” said Diane Smith, a participant, 
mother and Westlake resident. “The statis-
tics became a reality when I began gathering 
friends to join me in the walk. I was saddened 
by the amount of friends who opened up to me 
to share that they, personally, were victims. I 
will continue walking for them and others in 
the future.”

DuBois said she hopes to make the walk 
an annual event.

Project S.T.O.P. offers hope, and a sense of 
empowerment, that children can keep from 
becoming just another molestation statistic. 
Education is the most effective way to prevent 
child molestation.

For more information, visit www.ReInven-
tingTheCycle.org. 

Project S.T.O.P.’s  awareness and fundraising 
walk a first for Quicken Loans Arena Pet Safety Tips
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by Joyce Sandy

Want to try your hand at designing a 
cool tie-dye shirt? Bring in a washed, 
plain white T-shirt to the Bay Village 

Branch Library and we’ll help you turn it into 
a masterpiece! The fun is for all ages, but 
kids 10 and under must be accompanied 
by an adult. Register in person only. 
Release forms must be signed for all 
participants at the time of registration; 
anyone under 18 must have their parent 
or guardian sign for them. 

Please join us for this fun program on 
Thursday, May 24 from 2:00-4:00 p.m. You 
won’t want to miss out on the fun! 

by Joyce Sandy

As written on the Reading is Funda-
mental website, “something is waiting 
for many children every summer, and 

parents don’t even know it’s there. It’s called 
the ‘Summer Slide’ and it describes what 
happens when young minds sit idle for three  
months. ...Summer reading loss is cumula-
tive: By the end of sixth grade, children who 
lose reading skills over the summer will be 
two years behind their classmates. 

“As parents approach summer break, 
they’re often thinking about vacations, 
trips to the pool and other activities, but 
they might not be focusing on how much 
educational ground their children can lose, 
especially when it comes to reading. To  com-
pensate for the Summer Slide, teachers must 
often spend at least a month re-teaching 
material that students have forgotten over 
the summer. Families have a major role in 
motivating their children to read during the 
summer.”

The non-profit children’s literacy group 
Reading is Fundamental offers strategies 

parents can employ to encourage reading:
•	 Combine activities with books. If you’re 

going to the ball park or to the zoo, read a 
book about it first.

•	 Lead by example. Let your child catch you 
reading.

•	 Help kids find time to read. Remember to 
schedule quiet time for your child.

•	 Relax the rules for summer. Let your chil-
dren choose their own books, and don’t 
set time limits.

•	 Read aloud to your kids. Take your children 
to a storyteller, or become one yourself no 
matter what their age.

•	 Visit the library. In addition to a large selec-
tion of books to borrow, libraries have fun 
programs for children.

And that’s where the Bay Village Branch 
Library comes in. There are summer programs 
from storytimes, to music, to live animals 
that will keep your children excited about 
books the whole summer. Play the Summer 
Reading Game to make reading extra fun, and 
keep your children off the Summer Slide. Join 
us when the game kicks off on June 9, get a 
gameboard and get going! 

CUYAhOGA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY BAY VILLAGE BRANCh 

Beware of the ‘Summer Slide’!
Have a terrific tie-dye day 
May 24 at Bay Library!

FAITh & SPIRITUALITY

Lakewood 

Care Services 
Staffed by professional nurses  
Medication Administration 
Emergency Call System 
Rehabilitation Services 

 

Amenities 
3 Meals per day 
Daily Activities 
Linen Service 
Housekeeping 
Transportation to appointments 
or off-site activities 

To reach any of our facilities, call 

O’Neill Management 
Locally owned and managed 
by the John O’Neill Family, 

serving seniors in the 
West Shore area since 1962. 

Bay Village 

North Ridgeville 

North Olmsted 

605 Bradley Road, Bay Village (440) 871-4509 

Independence, and the Security of Knowing a Professional and Caring 
Medical Team is Close at Hand 

Bradley Bay 9.5 x 5.5 WBVObserver_ 4.1

by Barb Isaacs

Dan Chaon, author of the national 
bestselling novels “Await Your 
Reply” and “Among the Missing” – 

a finalist for the National Book Award – will 
be appearing at the Bay Village Branch of the 
Cuyahoga County Public Library on Wednes-
day, May 16, at 7:00 p.m. 

His latest collection of short stories, 
entitled “Stay Awake,” was just released this 
spring. A finalist for the National Maga-
zine Award in Fiction and the recipient of 
the Academy Award in Literature from the 

American Acad-
emy of Arts and 
Letter, Mr. Chaon 
is the Pauline M. 
Delaney Professor 
of Creative Writing 
at Oberlin College. 

A book sign-
ing will follow the 
presentation. Reg-
istration for this 
program is requested as seating is limited. 
Register online or by calling the Bay Village 
Branch at 440-871-6392. 

Acclaimed author Dan Chaon to visit 
the bay Village branch library

by Jan Litterst

Meditation, meditation, 
meditation! We are hear-
ing a lot about meditation 

these days – from medical practitio-
ners, from television programs, from 
our religious leaders. It sounds like 
we all should know how to meditate, 
but many people have never medi-
tated, don’t know to meditate and 
cannot even begin to think about 
how to start.

Meditation Made Easy may be 
the answer for those who want to 
meditate but need some help in get-
ting started. On Tuesday, May 29, from 
7-8:30 p.m., Unity Spiritual Center 
Reverend Fred Wright, himself a Unity 
minister, brings simplicity and a sense 
of humor to meditation that makes it 
easy to understand and practice.

Participants will experience 

the benefits of taking time to stop 
and be quiet in their very busy lives. 
They will learn easy ways to meditate 
and discover that it is not difficult or 
mysterious. Taking home the lessons 
learned in this evening and practicing 
them will have meditation becoming 
a natural and important part of every 
day. It can indeed reduce the stress of 
daily life! Making it easier will be a CD 
which will be available for purchase 
that night ($6.00) to reinforce the les-
sons of the evening.

Suggested donation is $15, but 
Unity Spiritual Center events are 
open to all regardless of their ability 
to pay. Call Unity Spiritual Center at 
440-835-0400 between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m. Monday through Thursday and 
9 a.m.-noon on Fridays to register for 
Meditation Made Easy on May 29. 
Unity is located at 23855 Detroit Rd. 
in Westlake. 

Meditation made easy at 
Unity Spiritual Center
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Automatic Overflow BACK to Down Spout
NO Mosquitos, NO Algea, NO Debris

Completely assembled 55 Gallon Barrel with attached RainReserve diverter.
We are Ohio’s only authorized RainReserve distributor.
Prices start at $40 • Water Rocks in 40 & 60 gal. • Local Delivery available

      The “GREEN” Garage Store
       Greening Your Yard One Rain Drop At A Time!
440.666.6577 • www.theGREENgaragestore.com

Visit us at Crocker Park’s Market Days • Credit Cards Accepted

Completely Assembled Rain Barrels!
A sustainable GREEN solution for your home and garden.

Rain Barrels N MORE
Fully Assembed Rain Barrels with a 

RainReserve Diverter and High Flow Spigot
Earth Day SpEcial - April 21 & 22 ONLY
$50 Off ANY SIZE Rock or URN Rain Barrel

Compost Tumblers, Pumps N’ MORE
 440-808-8383

30791 Center Ridge Rd. (SE corner of Bradley)
www.rainbarrelsNmore.com NOW OPEN!

PLEASE PROOFREAD Ad artwork ©2012 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

• Family Owned Since 1975
• 5” & 6” Seamless Regular Gutters • 30 Colors Available
• Hidden Screw Type Hangers Used
• Deal Direct – No Subcontractor

160 Depot St. Berea, OH 44017

440-429-2921

The Villa Aluminum Gutter Co.
COMPLETE GUTTER COMPANY

WESTLAKE KIWANIS

Westlake Kiwanis rewards academic excellence

by Victor Rutkoski

The Westlake High School Athletic 
Department and the Kiwanis Club of 
Westlake hosted the 47th Annual West-

lake Relays  Saturday, May 5, at Louis Duchez 
Field. This year’s meet was dedicated to Wendel 
A. Babson, a starter and referee at the Westlake 
Relays since 1984. He has officiated many dual 
meets, conference, district, regional and state 
meets since he became a registered track offi-
cial in 1970.

This year’s event hosted both boys and 
girls teams from Avon Lake, Benedictine High 
School, Elyria, Hathaway Brown, Martin Luther 
King, Midview, New Day Academy, St. Joseph 
Academy and Westlake. 

The weather was cool but the competition 
was hot. 

Kiwanis host 47th Annual Westlake Relays

Judges tally the shot put results at the Westlake Relays 
May 5 at Louis Duchez Field.

The winning boys high jumper from Midview High School.

The Westlake Kiwanis held their 34th annual Salute 
to Excellence on May 8 at the Westlake High 
School Performing Arts Center. 

The guest speaker was Andrea Rocco, Westlake City 
Prosecutor and Special Counsel to County Executive 
Edward Fitzgerald.

This program is the Westlake Kiwanis’ way of recogniz-
ing the academic achievements of our community’s young 
men and women. 

They presented awards to 266 Westlake students. 
These honors were presented on the basis of the following 
unweighted  scholastic grade point averages: freshmen 4.0 

GPA and no grade below an A, sophomores 3.8 or higher, 
juniors 3.7 or higher and seniors 3.6 or higher.

As a service organization, Kiwanis looks to future gen-
erations to carry on the task of service to our communities. 
As a recipient of the honors bestowed on these students, 
Kiwanis feel secure in the knowledge that our youth, given 
the opportunity, will, through individual effort, accomplish 
their goals.

It is our belief that these same young men and women, 
again given the opportunity, will, through their achieve-
ments, return to community their measure of service. 

Westlake Kiwanis congratulates all these students. 

Vinayak Kurup, a Birchwood School stu-
dent from Westlake, earned first place 
at the state level in the Future Problem 

Solving competition on April 21. Vinny’s entry 
in the scenario writing contest was a 1,500-word 
science fiction narrative titled “The Last Stand,” 
about an Indian rebel in a prison camp who 
was incarcerated for exposing highly techno-
logical advancement that posed grave risks to 
the Indian society. His win qualified him for the 
national competition in June. 

Westlake student’s 
science fiction story 
nabs top Ohio award

The annual May in Bay 5K Run/Walk will 
be held Saturday, May 26, starting at Bay 
High School, 29230 Wolf Rd., at 9 a.m. It 

will be preceded by the Normandy One-Mile 
Fun Run at 8:30 a.m. The event, sponsored by 
Hermes Road Racing and Dick’s Sporting Goods, 
will benefit the Bay High PTA and Bay High’s 
P.A.L. program, which pairs special needs stu-
dents with student mentors.

Pre-registration for ages 11 and older is $20; 
for children 10 and under the cost is $10. Race 
day registration ($25/$10) begins at 7:30 a.m. at 
the Bay High School track. Mail-in registration 
(form available at www.bayvillageschools.com/
MayinBay) with payment must be received by 
Wednesday, May 23. 

Online registration at www.hermescleveland.
com is accepted until Friday, May 25, 9 a.m. In addi-
tion to race day availability, packet pick-up and 
late registration is available at Bay High Memorial 
Stadium on Friday, May 25, from 4-7 p.m. 

May in Bay 5K 
Run/Walk is 
Saturday, May 26

• Driveways
• Garage Floors
• Basement Floors

Call Bob 
Today!!!

KOMPAN CEMENT
CONTRACTORS, INC.

440-327-1045
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Who Let The
Dog Out?

FREE
ESTIMATES

• Patios
• Footers
• Foundations

• Concrete Tear-outs
• Skid Loader Service

K
OMPAN

C
EMENT

$100$100 COUPON VOUCHER

$100 Off the purchase of a 
concrete project of 1,000 sq. ft. or greater.

Present coupon at time of signing contract. One coupon per customer.

Kompan Cement Contractors Inc. solely reserves the right to cancel or alter this coupon without notice.

Visit www.KompanCement.com
Family Owned & Operated Over 50 Years

0000Spec_KompanCement1.5x3.5_1 4/1/2010 3:09

Diner

26105 Center Ridge
(440) 835-5031

TUES-SUN 7am-3pm * CLOSED MON

Breakfast All Day * Homemade Soups
Party Trays & Take-Out

VICKI’S

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY
Ad artwork ©2012 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.
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Sign up now for summer at Bay Rec
by Sarah Gilbert

The wait is almost over! 
The Bay Village Family 
Aquatic Center is all full 

and ready for summer! Now is 
the time to come over to the Rec. 
Department office and sign up 
for your pool passes. All aquatic 
center memberships must be 
purchased in person.
Register now for all 
summer programs!

Deadlines for many of our 
summer programs are coming 
up! This includes our baseball 
programs, swim team, camps 
and more! Sign up now to 
reserve your spot. Remember 
you can enroll in our programs 
online at www.cityofbayvil-
lage.com. Click on “Parks and 
Recreation” to get all the info 
you need! Registration is also 
available in person at the Rec-
reation Department office.

Check out some of our 
upcoming and ongoing pro-
grams:
Softball Skills Camp

Grades 4-8
June 5-7, 4-6 p.m.
This three-day camp will 

help develop your softball 
skills with high school players 
and BHS Varsity Coach Katie 
McCarthy.
Preschool Playtime

Ages 5 and under
Through May 2012
M/W/F 9:30 a.m-noon
T/TH 10:45 a.m-noon
Fee: $2/child; 10-day 

pass: $15
Release some energy at 

the Community Gym! Parent 
supervision required. Bounc-
ing balls, tumble mats and 
more! No registration needed 
for this program. Sign in and 
pay at the Community Gym.
Zumba Fitness

Tuesdays and Thursdays,
9:30-10:30 a.m. at the 
Community Gym
Mondays and 
Wednesdays, 
7-8 p.m. at Bayway Cabin
Get in on the hottest new 

dance/aerobic workout! Pur-
chase a pass and attend up to 
15 classes, good for any time 
or day. 10-day passes are $55, 
15-day passes are $82.50. Drop 
in rate $7 (non-resident: $8).
Feeling Fit

M/W/F, 9 -10 a.m.
Bayway Cabin
Stay in shape with this year 

round class that will increase 
your energy level, help lower 
your body fat, tone your mus-
cles and relieve stress. Drop in 
to try it out or register for a pass 
to attend up to 15 classes, good 
for any time or day. Make sure 
to bring a mat or towel and 
water!
Men’s Hoops

Ages 18 and up
Mondays, 8-9:30 p.m.
$5 gets you an hour and 

a half of friendly, competitive 
pick-up basketball. No need to 
register, just sign in and pay at 
the Community Gym.

Indoor Adult Volleyball
Ages 18 and up
Tuesdays, 7:30-9 p.m.
Sign in and pay just $5 

when you come to the Com-
munity Gym for open, spirited 
volleyball matches!
Fitness Room @ 
Community Gym

School Year Hours
Monday-Friday: 6 a.m.-
2 p.m., 5-9 p.m.
Saturday: 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sunday: 12-4 p.m.
Attention members! Be 

sure to check when your 
membership expires so you 
can renew! We are also always 
welcoming new members. 
Bay Village residents or those 
employed in the city are eli-
gible to join. 

Proof of residency or 
employment is required. Must 
be 13 years old to use equip-
ment, ages 13-17 must be 
accompanied by an adult. Reg-
istrations must be done at the 
Recreation Department, 400 
Bryson Lane, Monday-Friday, 
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

To sign up for any pro-
gram or for more informa-
tion log on to www.cityof-
bayvillage.com or visit the 
Recreation Department (400 
Bryson Lane) Monday-Friday, 
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Feel free to call at 440-
871-6755 or email at bayrecof-
fice@cityofbayvillage.com if 
you have any questions.

Bay VILLaGE RECREaTIoN DEPT.

LETTER TO ThE EDITOR

As a reader of the WBV Observer at home, 
and as the president of The Scotts Miracle-Gro 
Company at work, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to comment on a recent article by Patrick 
McGannon entitled “The harmful consequences 
of fertilizing your yard.”

The article is right on point regarding the 
importance of keeping fertilizers and other lawn 
care products out of stormwater systems and 
local waterways. What I feel should have been 
included in the article is the fact that a healthy 
lawn, regularly fed with non-phosphorus lawn 
food, actually prevents nutrient runoff into 
streams and lakes.

Scientific research repeatedly demonstrates 
that strong, healthy turf is one of the best ground 
covers for absorbing water. Ninety percent of the 
weight of a grass plant is in its roots, which keeps 
soil in place, preventing erosion and runoff. In 
fact, healthy grass can absorb most of the runoff 

from roofs, patios, driveways, sidewalks and 
streets that would otherwise go directly into 
storm sewers, lakes and streams. Lawns are over 
2,000 times more effective at preventing soil ero-
sion than bare soil.

Additionally, the millions of grass plants in 
your lawn help clean the air, trap dirt and remove 
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases from 
the atmosphere. The grass roots and soil microbes 
act as a natural water filter to capture and break 
down pollutants.

Once again, I applaud Mr. McGannon and the 
Bay Village Green Team for their continued work to 
educate homeowners about sustainable lawn care 
practices. We live in a great community, and we all 
need to do our part to ensure we’re taking care of 
the environment around us.  

Sincerely,
Barry Sanders, Westlake
President, The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company

Healthy lawns help prevent nutrient runoff

For the third year in a row, Rae-Ann Suburban, a family-
owned skilled nursing and rehabilitation facility in West-
lake, has been named to the prestigious “America’s Best 

Nursing Homes” list for 2012 by U.S. News & World Report. Rae-
Ann Suburban earned this distinction in 2010 and 2011 as well.

U.S. News’s evaluation of nursing homes is based on data 
from Nursing Home Compare, a consumer website run by the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. The government 
agency sets and enforces standards for nursing homes. Homes 
earn an overall rating of one to five stars, as well as up to five 
stars in each of three underlying categories: health inspections, 
nurse staffing and quality of care.

Rae-Ann Suburban earned a five-star overall score in the 
latest CMS evaluation, placing the facility in the top ranks of the 
nation’s 15,000-plus nursing homes. Only 114 nursing homes in 
Ohio earned the five-star designation.

“We are extremely proud to receive this prestigious honor 
for the third year in a row,” stated John Griffiths, who owns and 
manages the five Rae-Ann facilities in Northeast Ohio with his 
sisters, Sue Griffiths and Cindy Griffiths-Novak. “Our ability to 
consistently deliver excellent care and help residents achieve 
their maximum level of functioning and independence is the 
result of our extraordinary staff and our interdisciplinary team 
approach to rehabilitation. This has been our company’s mis-
sion since our founding.”

Rae-Ann Suburban specializes in rehabilitation of patients 
recovering from surgeries and accidents. 

Rae-Ann Suburban 
named to ‘America’s Best’ 
list for third straight year

by Deb Yandala

Experienced band musicians from Westlake and sur-
rounding communities are invited to join with high 
school musicians to perform in the Westlake Music 

Boosters’ 5th Annual Patriotic Band Spectacular at the West-
lake Performing Arts Center. 

This special summer concert will be held on Thursday, 
June 28. It features patriotic music and a special recognition of 
veterans. Four rehearsals will be held in June. If you would like 
to participate, please contact Mr. Ray Walczuk at 440-250-1014 
or walczuk@westlake.k12.oh.us for further information. 

Community and alumni 
band musicians invited to 
join summer band

History of words and phrases
Compiled by Dave Scullin

Happy as a clam: Actually the entire phrase is “happy as a clam at high tide.” You can 
only dig clams to eat at low tide!
Hangar:  We know this word means a structure used for housing aircraft. hangar is the 
french word for shed.

Jacket: This word was used describe a short garment worn by french peasants (jaques).

The Drug Enforcement Administration, in partnership 
with the Ohio Drug Task Forces, sheriff’s offices, local 
police and fire departments, Northeast Ohio Regional 

Sewer District, Drug Awareness and Prevention Inc., and many 
other local organizations, held its second jointly-organized 
Operation: Medicine Cabinet & DEA National Prescription 
Drug Take Back Day on Saturday, April 28.

“Operation Medicine Cabinet is all about providing a 
service to our citizens who we have sworn to protect and serve, 
and to have a positive effect upon our environment,” said Jeff 
Capretto, Special Agent in Charge of the Westshore Enforce-
ment Bureau Drug Task Force.

According to DEA Resident Agent in Charge Gene Corley, 
the exact poundage in our Northeast Ohio counties was 14,033 
pounds, a new record!

“This hugely successful collection demonstrates that our 
communities came together to proactively reduce drug abuse.  
We reduced the supply of illicit prescription drugs for many 
of Northeast Ohio’s young people,” said Nancy Pommerening, 
director of Drug Awareness and Prevention Inc. “We would like 
to thank the residents who participated.” 

Collection event takes in record 
amount of prescription drugs
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experience a higher level of immediate care just minutes away,  
at the emergency department at st. john medical center.

Our ED is prepared for every situation, 24/7, with care delivered quickly,  
expertly and compassionately by board-certified or board-eligible emergency 
medicine physicians.
Expanded capabilities include:

→ a certified primary stroke 
center

→ an accredited chest pain center

→ 24/7 pediatric emergency 
services with specialists to 
treat children with minor 
illnesses and injuries

→ a level iii trauma center

→ remote ekg technology to 
transmit patient cardiac data 
from ems squad  

→ backed by the advanced 
resources of a full-service 
medical center

o u r  l e g a c y  o f  c o m p a s s i o n  l i v e s .

00006
29000 Center Ridge Road in Westlake
www.stjohnmedicalcenter.net

00006
00006
Emergency Department:  

440 -827-5531
00006

a d va n c e d  2 4 - h o u r  
e m e rg e n c y  s e rv i c e s  …

c lo s e  by .  i n  y o u r  o w n  c o m m u n i t y .


